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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF RAISED BILL NO.  1058: AN ACT CONCERNING 

CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM. 

 

March 10, 2015 

 

This testimony is submitted in favor of Raised Bill 1058.  This act proposes changes to 

how school districts monitor absenteeism, with a focus on chronic absenteeism as 

opposed to Average Daily Attendance.  It would require schools to meet routinely to 

target addressing the needs of students who have missed 10% or more of school.    

 

My name is Erin Naspo.  I am a social worker in a New Britain Elementary School.  I 

have been with the District for 9 years.  During this time period I have been 

responsible for addressing issues related to attendance.  During the 2011-2012 school 

year we began to shift our approach to attendance by increasing our focus on chronic 

absenteeism.  Since this shift, we have seen decreases across all grade levels in chronic 

absenteeism in our District.  We have achieved these gains through adjusting the focus 

of our existing attendance committees and increasing the frequency with which we 

meet.  These weekly meetings have also raised great awareness with our teachers, so 

that they are more regularly communicating with families regarding the importance of 

attendance and the impact it has on the academic gains of their students.  Outreach 

efforts have enabled us to identify issues of homelessness and poverty that have 

negatively impacted a family’s ability to have their child regularly attend school.  We 

have been able to partner with families to address the underlying issues related to 

chronic absenteeism and establish a stronger connection to the school community.    

 

I believe that the changes proposed in this act are manageable for schools to 

implement.  We have been able to successfully meet on a regular basis with a core group 

and then access consultation from appropriate resources on an as needed basis.   

 

In conclusion, I am in strong support of Bill 1058, an act concerning chronic 

absenteeism.  I believe that it is in the best interest of families in the State of 

Connecticut for our schools to increase their data collection and outreach efforts 

regarding this initiative.  There are clear links to positive school attendance and 

academic achievement.  This Act will only strengthen our education system.       

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Erin E. Naspo, LCSW 

Smith School Social Worker 

Consolidated School District of New Britain 

Smith Elementary School 

We develop the scholar in each child. 
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