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CEA represents 43, 000 active and retired teachers across the state.
CEA supports SB 944, Governor Malloy’s proposed requirement that
school districts provide full-day kindergarten opportunities to all
Connecticut students.

According to the Connecticut State Department of Education, there are
only thirteen school districts currently NOT offering full-day
kindergarten to the majority of their students (i.e., they are offering
either half-day or extended day, or offering full-day kindergarten to
less than 50% of their students).i We believe that in order to provide
equitable educational opportunities to all Connecticut students, every
school district must provide access to full-day kindergarten.

The research is clear. Full-day kindergarten students receive many
including greater reading and mathematics achievement gains
compared to students in half-day classes.ii Full-day kindergarten also
provides a crucial bridge between pre-kindergarten programs and the
more structured school environment students must navigate in first
grade.

In fact, in areas where full-day kindergarten was added and then
taken away due to budgetary changes, elementary teachers noted a
marked difference in educational preparedness when students
entered the later grades.

Access to full-day kindergarten programs for all students will help
level the proverbial playing field for all Connecticut children,
providing students in West Haven the same educational opportunities
as those in nearby towns like Woodbridge and Milford.



Full-day kindergarten offers social, emotional, and intellectual benefits to kindergartners."
When they are engaged in full-day kindergarten classes, students have more time to focus
and reflect on activities, and to transition among activities. In full-day kindergarten
classrooms, teachers have more time to get to know their students. Establishing rapport
with one’s students is crucial to students’ sense of belonging in the classroom, and sets the
tone for students’ future classroom experiences.

Full-day kindergarten teachers are also able to develop a better understanding of students’
needs, enabling them to develop more appropriate activities and lessons.” Teachers also
have the opportunity to identify and address their students’ learning challenges early,
which not only saves districts resources and money, but puts students in better positions to
succeed in subsequent years. "

Connecticut cannot realistically expect to narrow the achievement gap without addressing
the readiness gap. Expanding full-day kindergarten access will go a long way toward
equalizing educational opportunity and enhancing learning for all children, especially for
low-income and minority students."”

In closing, CEA urges members of the education committee to support this bill and ensure
that children across the state all have access to universal full-day kindergarten.

flPer October 2014-15 PSIS data submission by school districts to SDE, obtained Feb. 23, 2015.
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