
To whom it may concern: 

 

I am writing this email to voice my opposition to the proposed bill which will flat fund ECS 

while providing even greater funds to magnet schools. It is a shame and a disgrace that 

Connecticut considers the lavish funding of Magnet Schools to be an answer to our urban 

education crisis, when only a minute percentage of the students in my school neighborhood and 

district will be able to avail themselves of the benefits and educational opportunities that this 

money purchases. This is another educational shell game, which will create winners (those who 

are lucky enough to gain entry to this system) and losers (those who do not). This reality is 

particularly stark in my school district of New Britain, where per-pupils expenditures on 

education are thousands of dollars less than other urban districts such as Hartford and 

Bridgeport. Flat funding ECS will devastate my school; which has already been decimated by 

flat funded budgets and cutbacks. While I don't believe there is any easy solution to these 

problems, I know that the short-sightedness of the proposed bill is not a viable approach. Pouring 

money into magnets may look good on paper and score political points. However, the reality is 

that my students reflect the numerical majority of the urban educational experience. If the 

majority of urban students educated in a public school setting are short-changed in this way, we 

are looting their educational opportunities and raising a generation of students who are ill-

prepared to be the backbone of our state's workforce - for the sake of a lucky chosen minority 

who manage to secure spots at magnet schools. I believe this to be the social justice issue of our 

era in Connecticut. We have an opportunity to engage in the hard work and realistic 

compromises involved in providing real solutions to the problems in urban education. Or we can 

continue this shell game and pretend that educational equity exists, even though it will never be 

available to more than a few of the 700+ students in my school's neighborhood. Please do what is 

fair, just, and right, and do not support this bill. 

 

Dan Witt 

Smalley Academy School Psychologist 

 


