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FOR THE FUTURE OF LEARNING

TESTIMONY of the CT ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOL
SUPERINTENDENTS
BEFORE THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

IN REFERENCE
TO:

S.B. No. 942, An Act Implementing the Budget Recommendations of the Governor Concerning Education

The CT Association of Public School Superintendents (CAPSS) which represents the Superintendents of
CT’s Public Schools and over a hundred other school district central office administrators greets S.B. No.
942 with mixed feelings.

On the one hand, CAPSS appreciates the fact that the bill does not require any decrease in education
funding for the next two fiscal years. Given the poor state of the State Government’s financial condition, it
is a relief that the bill does provide that CT remain among the few states in the country that is not
decreasing funding for public education.

On the other hand, flat state funding when costs are increasing results in a situation in which the burden for
paying for public education becomes more and more the responsibility of local communities. This is a
pattern that has been dominant now for a number of years and local communities have become less and less
willing and able to bear this increased burden. CAPSS, therefore, fears that if state funding for public
education does not actually increase during the next two fiscal years, the children of CT will experience less
in terms of educational programming. This would be a shame because it would represent a significant
failure to invest in the future of the State.

CAPSS is also concerned about the following other provisions of the bill.

e The bill decreases the state funding for Commissioner’s Network Schools. These are schools that
face the most significant challenges of any schools in the state and for that reason, they are required
by the State to implement specific reforms. This requirement has been accompanied by funds from
the State to implement the reforms. Reducing funding for these schools, therefore, would compel
them to eliminate some of the reform measures that have been implemented at a time when the
benefits of those reforms are beginning to show positive results in terms of student learning.
Reducing funding for these schools, therefore, is difficult to defend.

e The bill eliminates the funds that priority school districts, ones that face significant challenges in
terms of the needs of the students served by the districts, have used for extended learning time
during the school day and for learning sessions in the summer. Both extended learning time and
summer sessions have been proven to be effective strategies for improving the academic
achievement of children who live in poverty. Eliminating funding for these programs, therefore, is
impossible to defend.
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e The bill increases funds for magnet and charter schools which serve a very small percentage of the
state’s children and for the Open Choice Program which serves an even smaller percentage of the
state’s children while at the same time provides no increase for the schools that serve the vast
majority of the state’s children. This is by any standard inequitable and, therefore, cannot be
defended.

On the basis of these considerations, CAPSS looks forward to working with members of the Legislature
and with the Gov.’s office in the effort to adopt a State budget that represents the investment in public
education that is needed to insure the future prosperity of the State.



