Dear Madams and Sirs:

| am writing to voice my opposition to the proposed diversion of $15.2 million from the
Community Investment Act funds, which would remove $10 million from DEEP's open space
grants program, as proposed in HB 6825, the Governor's Deficiency Bill. This would cripple
DEEP's ability to provide open space funding to land trusts and municipalities over the next
couple of years.

I live in Fairfield County, one of the most congested areas of the state. Without grants like those
provided by DEEP, there would be no respite from the overcrowding, constant traffic,
overwhelming sprawl, and out of control construction in our area. The rest of the state faces
similar challenges. Open space funding has allowed cities like Norwalk to create greenbelts and
river trails, hiking paths and pockets of green space. This is essential to each local community's
health and well being, and such spaces encourage more healthful living, which in turn saves
money for the state.

While I acknowledge we face real fiscal challenges, this is not the way to address them. Open
space is a necessity for Connecticut, helping to promote exercise, recreation, and ecological
conservation. It is essential to the sustained and mindful growth of our state. Please consider my
testimony in making your decision to oppose this harmful bill and the associated sweeps of
funding in the governor's budget. Thank you for your consideration.

Grace Pisano
Norwalk, CT

The "Governor's Deficiency Bill" (Section 5 of HB 6825) proposed an immediate sweep of
$15.2 million from the Community Investment Act (CIA) funds including $10 million from
DEEP's open space grants program for this year. This cut could put funding in jeopardy for
DEEP to be able to give open space grants to land trusts and municipalities over the next 2 years.

The damage from this sweep proposed in the Deficiency Bill would be magnified by the current
Governor's Budget proposal (SB 946, Section 29(b)) which proposes a complete sweep of all
CIA funds from January 1, 2016 through the end of the current budget cycle on June 30, 2017.
We are also strongly opposed to that sweep in the Governor's Budget.

What can you do?

The Appropriations Committee is having a Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 21%.

Please make sure your voice is heard by submitting your testimony to the Committee making it
clear that you "OPPOSE the diversion of $15.2 million from the Community Investment Act as
proposed in HB 6825, the Governor's Deficiency Bill." Feel free to include something personal
about what having protected open space for recreation, wildlife, spiritual renewal, respite, etc.
means to you personally.


http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gktcgjGyZUOiJ0E0fbwenwoHUmJjtnW33ZYz7JfBHboct5ZHRNk9YHjqMHL8hNkBt299LuMyhD-dMYe7B3adJXl-blstttV_Tz31Fl5txUGEASEqpK9AjHGQiEIMgFNhYeOLF79aJHu7tkdSoRvtS3tpxGp4XB32g1sk2Pe22J3lvWHCTUqkkXmKx2A-eH_VviSOs78lAl9HRGouNOxYzucEIdCiMDX1y68pBSk7PCZfvqpnV8gUcNXMz28rLh5QvbWObR5vTncmC8Ncx_ru9Qn1v_p3zUhwmdFqXiy9bb8ODx5KLBqAwO1P3uJM-y-lk5gs3xe4_WXvh0o2zdizU6Cxi91BWek0njq99IYI-fhT5GxcuY3j1XT3v4ef67jToapyBoIGJJNNeboujvTcPsk3Jop-V9RyihIQa9-taMjbtXCHyBG4LrCliM1f1mCmus9AaJOlOquqnH-iOpB9wQ==&c=d7Nkbkio1h8SsbqJwXRrDPNpJ-w_TnSJ4QhOpjh7CfUfsghKX839vg==&ch=bBpYDFlTImB5XsO-M4vTi_wmXd8OWDO322fQP7Jk47m7whvt-yEZcw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001gktcgjGyZUOiJ0E0fbwenwoHUmJjtnW33ZYz7JfBHboct5ZHRNk9YHjqMHL8hNkBNOk6_7BzN5lsxt9ER4X9f0ApH0W-Emp1WlaQi311LEZlu4bLntmNX-V0eSQ8hV30OGwNPk0yNHjBQWjQ1jLhMEm2x6ikHRL1riODi4RL-bIzbctR-KTa5LgSf_e5bJ9TYddEGmppnVzN503rmx2VLa7erR9Oh9iqUoClTC02rXtJaI-oMMEHUai2tVx_yed5WULKbhdcVo9IB7Y4VODKmp89jkZ_6nGtCoLVVm77AcsO5wbUMcBPX3bLkG9UF5cnr5ZqU_jrKT1CzWk6Opy6SevbexdXfgFFSChuV-Jud5VNMUrtLqpEtMN77HdF7IvZvsbBGsQVc-a0d_JaPay_xsHlkCbokT0CeVictjxXYsknhjv3pD928w2QxwVazXplrpmBWJ34y3CbYtTYGBIy0Q==&c=d7Nkbkio1h8SsbqJwXRrDPNpJ-w_TnSJ4QhOpjh7CfUfsghKX839vg==&ch=bBpYDFlTImB5XsO-M4vTi_wmXd8OWDO322fQP7Jk47m7whvt-yEZcw==

