
Appropriations	  Committee	  
Legislative	  Office	  Building	  (LOB),	  Room	  2C	  
300	  Capitol	  Ave.	  
Hartford,	  Connecticut	  
	  

Subject:	  April	  21,	  2015	  review	  of	  H.B.	  6825	  –	  Section	  5	  –	  CIA	  reductions	  

Dear	  Elected	  Officials	  of	  the	  Committee:	  

I	  am	  writing	  to	  express	  my	  extreme	  displeasure	  regarding	  the	  proposed	  treatment	  
by	  Gov.	  Malloy	  of	  the	  Community	  Investment	  Act	  funds.	  	  This	  is	  nothing	  but	  pure	  
theft	  of	  dedicated	  funds	  obtained	  through	  the	  $40	  recording	  fee	  of	  land	  transactions.	  

The	  CIA	  has	  benefited	  just	  about	  every	  town	  in	  the	  state.	  	  It	  provided	  critical	  funds	  
to	  a	  land	  trust	  I	  volunteer	  for	  to	  permanently	  protect	  one	  of	  the	  last	  white	  cedar	  
swamps	  of	  any	  size	  as	  open	  space	  in	  North	  Stonington.	  	  Farms	  in	  SE	  Connecticut	  
have	  benefited	  from	  this	  funding.	  	  The	  Charles	  W.	  Morgan	  received	  significant	  funds	  
allowing	  the	  whaling	  ship	  to	  be	  restored	  and	  to	  make	  its	  historical	  cruise	  last	  
summer	  which	  brought	  much	  attention	  to	  the	  State	  of	  Connecticut.	  

The	  CIA	  funding	  provides	  the	  only	  reliable	  source	  of	  state	  funds	  for	  the	  Open	  Space	  
&	  Watershed	  Land	  Acquisition	  Grant	  Program.	  	  Those	  funds	  are	  used	  to	  leverage	  
additional	  funding	  from	  federal,	  private	  and	  local	  sources.	  	  Open	  space	  preservation	  
would	  pretty	  much	  stop	  if	  the	  governor’s	  proposed	  action	  is	  allowed	  to	  occur.	  

Many	  of	  the	  goals	  of	  the	  state,	  regional	  and	  local	  Plans	  of	  Conservation	  and	  
Development	  (POCD)	  rely	  on	  this	  funding.	  	  	  The	  state	  goal	  is	  to	  permanently	  protect	  
21%	  of	  the	  total	  acreage…our	  local	  town	  goal	  is	  the	  same.	  	  Locally	  we	  are	  only	  at	  
14%.	  	  	  If	  you	  allow	  the	  governor	  to	  sweep	  these	  funds	  into	  the	  general	  fund,	  how	  
will	  the	  POCD	  goals	  be	  obtained?	  

Every	  state	  employee	  and	  elected	  official	  agrees	  to	  an	  Ethics	  Code	  when	  getting	  
hired	  or	  elected.	  	  In	  my	  profession,	  using	  dedicated	  funds	  for	  any	  other	  purpose	  
than	  what	  they	  were	  authorized	  for	  would	  be	  considered	  the	  most	  severe	  ethical	  
violation	  resulting	  in	  immediate	  dismissal.	  	  I	  would	  expect	  our	  elected	  officials	  work	  
to	  at	  least	  that	  same	  standard	  as	  we	  in	  private	  industry	  do.	  	  	  

You	  would	  be	  defrauding	  the	  property	  buyer	  by	  charging	  a	  CIA	  fee	  but	  using	  it	  for	  
other	  purposes.	  	  	  Basically,	  stealing	  the	  CIA	  funds	  is	  just	  converting	  it	  into	  another	  
tax.	  	  If	  the	  state	  needs	  more	  funding	  then	  just	  be	  honest	  with	  the	  taxpayers	  and	  raise	  
taxes.	  

I	  pay	  a	  lot	  in	  state	  taxes	  and	  get	  little	  in	  return.	  	  All	  of	  the	  programs	  that	  are	  
important	  to	  me	  (open	  space	  preservation,	  libraries,	  and	  a	  full	  funded	  CT	  
Department	  of	  Energy	  and	  Environmental	  Protection)	  are	  all	  on	  the	  chopping	  block.	  	  
In	  my	  opinion,	  these	  three	  programs	  add	  to	  the	  quality	  of	  life	  in	  Connecticut	  and	  
should	  receive	  more	  funding	  –	  not	  less.	  

	  



Please	  think	  carefully	  before	  you	  vote	  for	  any	  bill	  that	  decimates	  CIA	  funding.	  	  It	  is	  a	  
good	  program	  and	  serves	  a	  great	  number	  of	  worthwhile	  projects	  and	  constituents.	  	  
Programs	  that	  are	  funded	  by	  specific	  fees	  should	  be	  allowed	  to	  keep	  those	  fees	  to	  
further	  the	  goals	  originally	  imagined	  when	  the	  fees	  were	  established.	  

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  consideration.	  

Richard	  Newton	  
32	  Meadowbrook	  Lane	  
Mystic,	  CT	  06355	  
Volunteer	  /	  Life	  Member	  –	  Avalonia	  Land	  Conservancy,	  Inc.	  


