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April 24, 2015

Committee on Appropriations
Connecticut General Assembly
Legislative Office Building
Hartford, CT 06106

Re: Governor’s H.B. 6825: An Act Making Deficiency Appropriations and Addressing the

Deficit for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2015.

Thank you Senator Bye, Representative Walker, and members of the committee for the
opportunity to testify before you today. I’m here to provide testimony on the Governor’s House
Bill 6825.

Together with Governor Malloy and the State Legislature, we’re investing in Bridgeport’s future.
Because of our collaborative efforts, more kids have access to pre-k and state-of-the-art public
schools. New developments in our city are resulting in more jobs, high-quality housing options,
and business growth. Through our collaborative efforts, we’ve broke ground on Steelepointe
Harbor, the largest economic development project in Bridgeport’s history since the industrial
revolution. Thanks to Governor Malloy’s commitment to improving transportation in

Connecticut, the state has pledged to fund and open a second train station in the Park City.

As the mayor of the state’s largest city, I understand that this is a tough budget year. But it is

unfair to balance the state’s budget at the expense of the cities and towns that drive our economy.



Section 6 of House Bill 6825 would cut $12.7 million dollars from the Municipal Revenue

Sharing Account. That would mean a loss of almost one million dollars to the City of Bridgeport.

A million dollars is a significant sum of money for a city. To give better perspective, one million

dollars equals the salaries of a dozen police officers, firefighters, or public works employees.

In Bridgeport, police have contributed to our city seeing its lowest violent crime rate in nearly 40
years. When compared to similar sized New England cities, Bridgeport has seen the largest drop
in violent crime. Our city is getting safer, but we also know that there’s more work to be done to

keep the kids and families of Bridgeport safe.

Last month, firefighters battled 11 fires in Bridgeport, and saved two people from a burning
building. Our firefighters are also saving lives by installing nearly 50,000 smoke detectors in

Bridgeport homes.

Public works employees keep our roads safe during challenging winters like the one we just had.
They keep our parks and beaches clean, safe, and open for children and families. More than

25,000 people visited Pleasure Beach during its summer opening season in 2014.

Police officers, firefighters and public works employees are all helping to make Bridgeport better
every day. But a cut to our budget could have a significant impact on their efforts to improve our

city..

I urge the committee to remove Section 6 of this bill. It’s the right thing to do.

Best Regards,

But ot

Mayor Bill Finch
Bridgeport, Connecticut



