Testimony Re: Governor’s Bill 6825
An Act Making Deficiency Appropriations and Addressing the
Deficit for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2015

Eileen Grant, Friends of CT State Parks Board of Directors
43 Neptune Ave.
Madison, CT 06443

Dear Members of the Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony expressing not only strong
opposition, but outrage over the proposal in Section 5 of Bill 6825 to divert $15.5
million from the Community Investment Act (CIA) to address the current year’s
budget deficit. This prospective action demonstrates cynical disregard for honest
governance by betraying promises made to the public. It jeopardizes worthy
pending projects and acquisitions. Further and most damaging, it shortsightedly
discourages citizens’ future philanthropic initiatives and investments.

In 2005, a $40 recording fee was imposed on all real estate transactions. The stated
purpose of this fee was to create a dedicated protected account to provide funding
and/ or matching capital for open space conservation, agricultural land protection,
and historic preservation efforts. The CIA program has proven to be enormously
beneficial, funding over 1100 projects in 168 of CT’s 169 municipalities. Most
projects have been relatively modest, but so well thought out as to stimulate
additional waves of investment resulting in much greater community betterment.

State citizens will regard the proposed confiscation of the $15.5 million in funds
presently in the CIA for purposes other than those for which they were collected as
nothing but theft. If this diversion of funds is not reversed by removing Section 5
from the Deficit Mitigation Bill, the public will rightly feel callously deceived,
particularly as an additional sweep of all future fees collected for the CIA in the next
two years is included in the coming budget.

The Friends of CT State Parks also note with great dismay the $1.7 million cuts to
DEEP’s already strained and inadequate budget included in the Deficit Bill. DEEP’s
resources have steadily diminished over the last decades as its responsibilities have
concurrently increased. The Agency cannot continue to sustain these
disproportionate cuts and still acceptably carry out its critical duties.

The Friends ask you to stem this accelerating loss of funding. Starving DEEP and
diverting dedicated accounts like the CIA seriously undermines Connecticut’s proud
record of environmental and preservation achievement. It has taken many many
years of hard thoughtful labor by legislators and ordinary citizens alike to first
assemble and then provide protections for our most precious natural and historic
assets. This selfless painstaking work, accomplished to benefit this and future



generations, can be “undone” in a breathtakingly short period of time, especially if
the public feels its trust has been breached.

Please remove Section 5 from Bill 6825, protect CIA funds in the future budget, and
assure adequate resources for DEEP, including of course, the State Parks and Forest
System that presently faces a punishing $2million cut in the 2016/2017 budget in
each of the next two years.

Respectfully submitted,

Eileen Grant, Friends of CT State Parks Board of Directors



