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Testimony Submitted in Support of
Restoring the Funding to The Governor’s Prevention Partnership

The RiseUP Group is a youth development and mentoring program in Hartford that provides 1:1 mentoring
to youth ages 7-20 throughout Hartford, CT. Our mission is to empower our youth to become the catalyst
that uplift and inspire their communities.

We are here today to support one of our premiere community partners: The Governor’s Prevention Partnership as
they face major cuts to their state funding. As a public-private partnership, we The RiseUP Group, Inc., are
motivated to support for many reasons, notwithstanding the ability of support to be leveraged against state support,
essentially increasing the magnitude of the impact of our partnership overall.

The Governor’s Prevention Partnership has assisted in RiseUP’s development through free program development
consulting, free Mentor training, and has helped RiseUP connect with other mentoring non-profits through its
collaborative to learn best practices and leverage resources. The tools and resources that the Governor’s Prevention
Partnership provides mentoring programs in Hartford is necessary for the services we provide to the youth.

The RiseUP Group’s partnership with The Governor’s Partnership is a strategic decision. Through their reach to
more than 150 mentoring organizations in Connecticut, our support is leveraged to have a greater impact throughout
the state, compared to a decision to support discreet programs in different municipalities. The Partnership also has
brought critical resources to law enforcement, community coalitions and organizations, school leaders, state
agencies, youth groups and parents so that young people in our state can grow up free from substance abuse,
underage drinking, violence, and bullying and be able to take their place in our future workforce.

There are three key reasons that the time is NOW to support prevention of dangerous issues affecting our youth in
Connecticut:

(1) Prevention is cost effective and saves the state money. Nearly $10 is returned for every dollar invested in
prevention. Over the past 25 years, The Partnership has leveraged over $14 million dollars in private
funding, matching the government’s investment in prevention.

(2) Dangerous threats continue to affect kids in CT—right now prescription drug abuse, sometimes leading
to heroin use, is prevalent among teens and communities across the state. In fact, 11% of the state’s high
schoolers have reported abusing a prescription drug to get high.

(3) Over the years, The Partnership has provided important training and assistance to over 100,000
educators and prevention specialists, impacted more than 3 million young people; and reached 2
million parents and caregivers with essential information about dangerous issues affecting their kids.

The Partnership needs to have its funding restored so that it may continue to provide the training and
resources that parents, educators, community leaders, and our young people depend on

The Governor’s Prevention Partnership has twenty-six years of experience working with schools, law enforcement,
parents, youth serving organizations, government and businesses to keep Connecticut’s kids safe success and drug-
free today for a stronger workforce tomorrow. The RiseUP Group is proud to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with The
Governor’s Prevention Partnership and ask you to consider the devastating impact a reduction in funding will have
on the youth of Connecticut.

For any questions please contact me at matt.conway@riseupldp.org.

Matt Conway, Executive Director
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