Appropriations Committee
Connecticut State Legislature

March 3, 2015
Dear Committee Members,

I am unable to attend the hearing being held March 3, but would like to submit the following
testimony.

| was extremely distressed to learn that the Governor’s budget proposal includes drastic cuts to
programs and services that are vitally important to Connecticut’s public libraries. For example,
though the Connecticard grant is a small, but important, component of the Essex Library’s
operating income, it makes a critical difference for many other libraries in less affluent towns
with a large population of underserved patrons.

More importantly, that program enables any Connecticut resident with borrowing privileges at
their local library to use their card at any other public library in the State either in person or
through an inter library loan. In effect, it has created an enormous, statewide, shared
collection of millions of books, DVDs and other materials that anyone with a library card can
borrow free of charge.

The economic collapse of 2008 had the effect of severely limiting the availability of grant
opportunities for public libraries as the granting institutions’ portfolios lost value. These grants
enable libraries to provide their patrons with important programs ranging from encouraging
early literacy for pre-schoolers to bereavement counseling for seniors who think of the library
as their sanctuary. This type of funding has yet to be restored to pre-recession levels, and may
never fully recover.

Other grantors, The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation being the most prominent example,
have decided to discontinue funding for libraries entirely. The loss of grant opportunities
through the Connecticut Humanities Council would be a further blow that may also have the
ripple effect of jeopardizing federal funding opportunities.

In my opinion the most damaging impact of the Governor’s budget is the proposal to cut
funding for the Connecticut Library Consortium, which relies on a grant from the state for more
than half of its operating revenue. CLC is an outstanding example of how de facto
regionalization can be achieved in Connecticut. The discounts that CLC negotiates for libraries
of all types (academic, school, and special as well a public), add up to millions of dollars in
savings each year. Not having those discounts available to us in Essex would mean that we
would have to severely cut back on the number of materials, (especially books), programs,
databases and other services that we are able to provide to our patrons thanks to the cost
savings that we realize through CLC’s efforts.



Finally, passage of the provisions of Governor’s Bill # 942 that repeal such programs as
Connecticard and funding for The Connecticut Humanities Council and Connecticut Library
Consortium would be extremely short sighted. Quite simply, these programs work. They are
cost effective and enable our state’s libraries to provide materials and services to our users that
would otherwise be prohibitively expensive.

I am a Connecticut resident and taxpayer. Like everyone else | don’t want to pay any more in
taxes than is necessary, and certainly don’t want to see my tax dollars used for inefficient
and/or wasteful purposes. | understand that cuts must be made to the state’s operating
budget, but ask that those cuts be made judiciously.

Draconian elimination of all funding for certain library services, particularly when combined
with the elimination of the authority to potentially restore funding to these services, would
have a devastating effect on all of our state’s libraries. | respectfully urge you to heed the call
from myself and other library professionals to use as much restraint as possible when
determining the fate of state funding for library services.

Sincerely,

Richard Conroy
Executive Director

Essex Library Association

Immediate Past President
Connecticut Library Association



