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The Hartford Foundation for Public Giving is the community foundation for the 29-town
Greater Hartford region with the mission to create lasting solutions that result in vibrant
communities within our region. In 2014, the Foundation approved grants totaling nearly $9.4
million in strategic investments to support education in our region and more than §7.3 million to
support family and social services that promote the conditions for educational and life success
for children and their families in our region. These investments support our goal to ensure that
every child in Greater Hartford enters kindergarten ready to learn and graduates from high
school prepared to succeed.

Our significant investments, experience and partnerships with families, providers and
community leaders in Greater Hartford, philanthropic peers statewide and municipal and state
policymakers confirm that achieving equity and opportunity to promote the developmental
and educational success of our children requires an unrelenting commitment to:

» Supporting practice and policy which reflects an understanding that children
thrive when they live in thriving families and communities

¢ Creating and sustaining conditions that grow family, community and school
partnerships

¢ Ensuring that every child has equitable access to an array of developmental and
academic supports both in and outside of school

e Providing children and families with high-quality, coordinated and holistic
supports that begin at birth and continue through high school graduation

Connecticut has made important progress in the last year in building an early childhood and K-
12 system that reflect these attributes. In the early childhood area, we applaud the Governor’s
continued commitment in the proposed budget to expanding high-quality early education
through the Early Head Start-Child Care Partnership and maintaining current funding levels for
School Readiness and Care4Kids.

Yet, the proposed budget cuts harm the state’s efforts to build a high-quality early
childhood system and moves away from a family-centered, holistic approach to the
developmental and educational success of young children. We urge the Committee to
reconsider the following budget proposals in early childhood:

e the proposed decreases in funding for School Readiness Quality Enhancement and
Head Start
o the proposed elimination of funding for Help Me Grow (under the Office of Early o i e B o
Childhood) and parent leadership development programs such as PLTI (under the HaiFtford, ET iTon
Parent Trust under SDE). These programs were seeded by Hartford Foundation
investments and have grown to become statewide and nationally recognized models of impact-forsss

children’s healthy development and early childhood system building. fax Bbaus2 B3ub
www.hfpgarg



» the proposed elimination of the Community Plans for Early Childhood grant, a long-standing
example of private-public partnership and the breeding ground for local early childhood governance and
innovation that can inform state early childhood system building and have a track record of bringing
new national philanthropic and federal dollars to Connecticut. The Hartford Foundation has worked
with local collaboratives in our region as critical vehicles to pilot innovations in early childhood, family
support and family engagement.

We equally urge the Committee to ensure that the state budget for K-12 education reflects an ongoing
commitment to:

o equitable access to an array of high-quality developmental and educational supports both inside
and outside school

e capacity-building for partnerships among students, families, educators and community-based
providers.

We applaud the Governor for funding statutory commitments to appropriate $1 million to finance
expansion of the School-Based Diversion Initiative, a program designed to keep more children in school
rather than removing them for minor disciplinary infractions. Statewide research confirms that minority
students, special education students, and students from poorer and urban districts continue to be expelled,
suspended and arrested at rates disproportionate to their representation in the student population. To fully
realize the goals of the Governor’s initiative, funding, policy and practice changes are needed to increase
the capacity to build and sustain partnerships among educators, youth, families and the community partners
who can provide child and family support services.

At the same time, we cannot ignore that the proposed budget disproportionately reduces education
services compared to all other General Fund appropriations. Even in the toughest financial climate,
education must remain our top budgetary and policy priority to ensure opportunity for all our children
and prosperity for our State.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.



