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TESTIMONY OF THE CONNECTICUT JUVENILE JUSTICE ALLIANCE 
FOR THE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE  

MARCH 3, 2015 
 

IN OPPOSITION TO H.B. No. 6824 AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET 
FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH 2017, AND MAKING 

APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATED TO 
REVENUE 

 
Senator Bye, Representative Walker and members of the Appropriations Committee, thank 
you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Mallory LaPierre; I am the policy 
associate for the Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance. The Alliance is a statewide advocacy 
organization focused on stopping the criminalization of Connecticut’s children. We work to 
reduce the number of youth who enter the system and ensure the juvenile justice system is 
safe, fair, and effective for those who are involved. 
 
In alignment with that mission, the Alliance opposes the Governor’s proposal in H.B. No. 
6824 An Act Concerning The State Budget For The Biennium Ending June Thirtieth 2017, 
And Making Appropriations Therefor And Other Provisions Related To Revenue to 
significantly reduce funding of the Youth Service Bureaus (YSBs), as well as move the YSB 
system out of SDE into DCF. 
 
Youth crime has been dropping in Connecticut for years. Even after the state added 16- and 
17-year-olds to the juvenile justice system (they used to be tried as adults), Connecticut still 
spent $2 million less on juvenile justice than it had a decade earlier. We are safer today and 
we are spending less money on juvenile crime. 
 
One of the ways Connecticut has achieved these remarkable outcomes is through investment 
in prevention and diversion services. The YSBs are critical to providing these services to 
Connecticut’s children and families. There are 102 YSBs funded by SDE that provide 
services in over 145 Connecticut communities. One of the cornerstones of the YSBs is the 
Juvenile Review Board (JRB). There are roughly 74 JRBs across the state serving 
approximately 104 towns. All but 5 are run by YSBs. JRBs divert children from the juvenile 
justice system, and provide far better outcomes for youth, families, and the communities in 
which they live. In Connecticut, delinquency referrals to court for children under 16 dropped 
40 percent between 2009 and 2013. Many of the youth who would have been referred to 
court were instead served by the JRB. YSBs reported having referred or diverted over 26,000 
children and youth, and, in addition, over 448,000 youth and parents participated in YSB 
programs over the past 2 years. 
 
A move of the YSB system out of SDE into DCF is problematic. YSBs have worked with 
SDE for years on a data system that uses school outcomes as a measure of success for those 
youth YSBs serve. This system would be lost with a move. Further, DCF is responsible for 
and has expertise around the small percentage of youth who have been deemed to need out-
of-home placement and incarceration. The charge of the YSBs is to provide a 
comprehensive, community-based delivery system of prevention, intervention, and treatment 
services. 
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We know spending money on prevention and diversion services works. We must continue to 
invest in YSBs because it is the right thing for children and families, and for the taxpayers of 
Connecticut. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony. 
 
Alliance member organizations: AFCAMP, Center for Children’s Advocacy, Center for 
Effective Practice, CHDI, Community Partners in Action, Connecticut Junior Republic, 
Connecticut Legal Services, Connecticut Voices for Children, Connecticut Youth Services 
Association, FAVOR, LifeBridge Community Services, NAMI Connecticut, Keep the 
Promise Coalition, Office of the Chief Public Defender, Office of the Child Advocate, 
RYASAP, The Tow Foundation, The Village for Families and Children 


