“TESTIMONY for March 3", 5P.M. for the
Appropriations Secondary Education Sub-Committee”

Submitted By: BLOOMFIELD YOUTH ACTION CLUB
February 26%, 2015

Dear Senator Bye, Representative Walker, Senator Slossberg, Representative Fleischmann and Members of
the Secondary Education Sub-Committee:

As members of the BLOOMFIELD YOUTH ACTION CLUB, we are opposed to the proposed 1.3 million dollar
budget cut to Youth Service Bureaus which includes the entire Enhancement Grant Line Item currently in
the budget at $620,000 and an approximately $700,000 cut in the Cost Sharing grant that YSBs receive for
being a YSB. We oppose the proposed move of the YSB system from SDE to the Department of Children and
Families. The move would compromise if not dismantle the data system that uses school outcomes as a
measure of success for the youth served by YSBs. The system has been in place for years and significant
financial resources and people hours have been invested in the Results Based Accountability Framework.

. The Bloomfield Youth Action Club is comprised of 14 members. The club is a valued leadership group that has
served the Bloomfield community for 15 years. We are dedicated and committed to being pro-active in
Bloomfield by; speaking up and representing the needs and ideas of youth, participating in services and
programs that teach us teambuilding and leadership skills, fundraising for youth and family programs, advising
on programs and services offered to youth, and planning and organizing programs and activities that support
all youth in Bloomfield. Each member of our club volunteers 150-200 hours per year at these activities. We
proudly serve our community. We use the skills learned in our club activities to prepare for college and life
after high school, improve our relationships with one another and with adults, and to be more involved in our
families, schools and community. The activities offered by the Youth Action Club also help us to support youth
in the community that are experiencing chalienges and difficulties in everyday life. We feel youth across the
state contribute significantly to our communities and we want to be involved in activities that improve life for
everyone in our communities. We need your support to continue what we do in Bloomfield.

We, as members of the Bloomfield Youth Action Club hope that you come to a greater understanding of how
important this program as well as others offered by Youth Services, are to every youth and family in
Bloomfield. We ask that you re-evaluate the proposed budget and restore the Enhancement and Cost Sharing
Grants in the State Department of Education budget. We need your continued support!
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Club Thank you from all of us in the Bloomfield Youth Action Club., =%




(Page 2 — CT. Appropriations Committee)

BLOOMFIELD YOUTH ACTION CLUB

%—"‘ M ( ,hef %’g—:gme (Dallace 3 iy fve, RimfPd, CT
‘gﬂwjgnature Printed Name Address |

A Christopher  (rames G ’);v Pec D

Signature rinted Name Address
Donoutd tonshe /V)mwfff 6(9553 46 Alexoder 1,
Signature Printed Name Address
Abearides Joko,  Hlesander Nolay 157 Dungasher g,
Signature Printed Name Address
p
hmoga Ldalloce  pinone \aallace LI Prolhet! Aue
Signature Printed Name Address
ooy Pricnne g-T Il Sottan P
Signature Printed Name Address
_%wﬁz%&f_ ton bh Elizgheth Ave
Slgn ture rinted Address
Y. _Qosidn bwdner S bLiawoss, Drige,
S!gnature Printed Name Address

.0 C 04 _Emenel (oo \homPlon (oo

Signatyr Printed Name Address
o s Peae o A Dol DR

Signature Printed Name Address
C%w@%)%%/\ C\(Y)(\\Q& \(‘ o oo \\\?W\LOBQ
Printed Narhej | Address
Tﬁx@m@k Mdf oty cupdad LT Py ol
|gnature \J Printed Name Address L
| f@ﬂ’ag At 0o wWnaod 47 Keinwaodd Cwcle.
Signature Printed Name Address

@%@ Le;m, e 22,/&/-// e ZQ ﬁ@ Kr—azfe & s
ignéture “ Printed Name Address




