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Senator	  Bye,	  Representative	  Gonzales	  and	  Members	  of	  the	  Appropriations	  Subcommittee:	  

My	  name	  is	  Michael	  Coyne.	  	  I	  am	  a	  Professor	  of	  Special	  Education	  and	  Educational	  Psychology	  in	  the	  
Center	  for	  Behavioral	  Educational	  Research	  at	  the	  Neag	  School	  of	  Education,	  University	  of	  Connecticut.	  
My	  research	  and	  scholarship	  focuses	  on	  early	  literacy	  and	  reading	  development,	  especially	  for	  students	  
at	  risk	  for	  experiencing	  learning	  difficulties	  and	  disabilities.	  	  

I	  write	  to	  strongly	  support	  the	  continued	  funding	  of	  the	  Summer	  School	  Component	  of	  the	  Priority	  
School	  District	  Grants.	  

Connecticut	  has	  one	  of	  the	  largest	  reading	  achievement	  gaps	  in	  the	  country	  and	  this	  gap	  has	  not	  
diminished	  over	  time.	  This	  persistent	  and	  insidious	  reading	  achievement	  gap	  affects	  thousands	  of	  
children	  across	  Connecticut,	  and	  disproportionally	  impacts	  children	  from	  poverty	  and	  children	  from	  
underrepresented	  groups.	  The	  long	  term	  effects	  of	  the	  reading	  achievement	  gap	  are	  significant	  and	  
substantial	  –	  with	  compounding	  negative	  impacts	  not	  only	  on	  academic	  achievement,	  but	  also	  on	  
important	  social	  and	  economic	  outcomes	  as	  well.	  

We	  know	  from	  research	  that	  the	  reading	  achievement	  gap	  widens	  dramatically	  over	  the	  summer.	  In	  
fact,	  the	  achievement	  gap	  grows	  more	  during	  the	  summer	  than	  any	  other	  time	  of	  the	  year.	  This	  is	  
because	  students	  who	  are	  reading	  below	  grade	  level	  do	  not	  have	  the	  skills,	  motivation,	  or	  opportunity	  
to	  continue	  to	  develop	  their	  reading	  skills	  over	  the	  summer	  without	  targeted	  supports.	  In	  contrast,	  their	  
peers	  who	  are	  successful	  readers	  are	  able	  to	  read	  independently	  and	  continue	  to	  experience	  reading	  
growth	  over	  the	  summer.	  

Therefore,	  access	  to	  summer	  school	  is	  essential	  to	  close	  the	  reading	  achievement	  gap.	  This	  is	  especially	  
true	  for	  chidlren	  experiencing	  the	  most	  significant	  reading	  difficulties	  and	  from	  schools	  who	  serve	  large	  
percentages	  of	  students	  from	  underrepresented	  populations.	  Supporting	  targeted	  and	  academically	  
focused	  summer	  school	  can	  produce	  a	  large	  return	  on	  a	  modest	  investment	  –	  and	  help	  address	  one	  of	  
the	  most	  troubling	  issues	  facing	  Connecticut,	  the	  reading	  achievement	  gap.	  

Thank	  you	  for	  your	  time.	  

	  

 


