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March 2, 2015

In May 2014, | stood proudly with the graduating class of PLTI Danbury. | held a certificate of
completion in my hand and | cannot begin to describe the sense of pride and accomplishment
that | felt that day. The parents with whom | trained with the past 20 weeks were not just
ordinary parents. | was humbled to realize what extraordinary individuals | had the pleasure to
meet and get to know because each of us, coming from diverse backgrounds and various
nationalities persevered in finishing PLTI’s outstanding leadership course for a special reason.

It is not easy to come to class every week and focus on learning how to become a better
member of our community, a better parent, when there are more pressing issues that cannot
wait. Bills to pay, a family to feed and educate.

But we showed up and we painstakingly learned, especially to those of us who spoke a different
language, it was difficult to communicate ideas, hopes and strategies.

Parents brought their children to class to set an example of learning and become role models
for other children.

As parents, we all realize the innumerable challenges that we face in raising our children in a
world filled with so many issues and threats on a daily basis. Itis a world where the security of
our children is not assured. A world where there are cyber, bullying and economic issues, the
breakdown of family structure, drugs and unfathomable violence. Children and families have
become targets for reasons that defy logic and common sense. These daily threats are real,
relentless and will only worsen in the future.

We live in a world wherein what’s going on in other parts of the world is no longer just confined
within those countries. The abysmal living conditions and radical mindset created such societies
and today there no boundaries. Like it or not, this global environment is part of our community,

our state, our country.

PLTI is an organization made up of parents who strive to become leaders because there is a
need for it. Studies have shown time and time again that parents who are NOT involved in their
children and families set up a precedent for failure and breakdown of a family as a unit.

PLTI recruiting parents to take the lead in not only becoming involved in their own families but to
give back to their communities is a win-win situation for all our children, parents and families
but ultimately the city of Danbury, the state of Connecticut and the entire country.

Danbury is a strong community because we have an able and dedicated leadership. It is also a
growing community that resembles an extraordinary example of a working global community
with it's diversity and learning to get along despite it's differences.

PLTI Danbury is an exact reflection of all that. To eliminate this outstanding program due to
budget cuts is incomprehensible and a game changer. PLTl is one of those programs that has
been a gift to families and the community, and it keeps on giving from generation to generation.

| am a proud PLTI 2014 graduate. | was given extraordinary skills as a parent leader in my
community through the PLTI program. Before PLTI, | did not realize the power | had as an



ordinary citizen to make a difference. What | do as an individual creates a chain reaction that
affects other members in my community. My anti-bullying project is an excellent example of

what it is like to find my voice as a parent leader which will impact my community for years to
come.

As a parent leader, | voted for Governor Dannel P. Malloy. 1 believed in his Ieadership_gnd_
commitment to families. 1 know that if the Governor was aware of the unique and p93|t!ve impact
the PLTI program has generated together with other programs under the CT Commission on

Children, he will do everything in his power to balance the state budget without eliminating PLTI.
Otherwise, the loss would be immeasurable.

| have every confidence and hope that Governor Malloy will do the right thing, because he truly

cares for families not only in Danbury and their strong support of him, but because it is the right
thing to do for the state of Connecticut.

| am also a proud mother of a beautiful 16 year old daughter, Alexandra. Alexandra volunteered
in teaching the PLTI children regarding the structure of government and varioue? asp_e_cts of my
anti-bullying project. Together with my husband Jeff, we have been “hands on” in raising our
child. My husband and | are very proud that Alexandra just completed her stint as United States
Senate Page in Washington DC under the appointment of Senator Chris Murphy.

Sandra Prendergast M b At ,/ZWMM

Danbury PLTI 2014
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