Plymouth Early Childhood Council

77 Main Street Terryville, CT 06786
Phone (860) 314-2763

March 3, 2015

RE: HB 6824 Electronic Testimony
Dear Senator Bye, Representative Walker and members of the Appropriations Committee,

On Behalf of the 92 members of the Plymouth Early Childhood Council, we urge you to reinstate funding to
Community Planning Grants and the Parent Trust Fund.

The Plymouth Early Childhood Council (PECC), along with 41 other Discovery communities, is an
essential collaborative at the local level whose mission is to work together to ensure all Plymouth’s
children are healthy, safe and successful. PECC works across sectors, collecting data to understand the
stories that are specific to Plymouth families. Our work groups use Results Based Accountability when
implementing strategies to turn the curve and better the lives of our children and families. Together we are
making strides toward closing the achievement gap, connecting families to resources, improving the health
and wellbeing of our children from birth, engaging parents and more.

PECC is the local early childhood council that is required under Appropriate Section of PA 14-39 (An Act
Establishing an Office of Early Childhood), pertaining to the role and duties of early childhood councils.
The Plymouth Early Childhood Council also serves as the local school readiness council. Most
importantly, the Plymouth Early Childhood Council is the constant voice for families and providers in light
of the ever changing leadership and platforms of superintendents and mayors.

PECC is implementing an Early Childhood Lending Library. This initiative will provide teaching resources
to Plymouth preschools, nursery school, home day cares, libraries, public school teachers and home
school families — enriching the lives of Plymouth’s children birth to age six. This will be of special value to
our home school families and home day cares who have limited funding. Library items are carefully
selected to support alignment with the common core & early learning standards.

While we are the co-chairs of the PECC, we also wear other hats in the Plymouth Community. One co-
chair is a parent of two children, President of the Board at Terry Nursery School, and a 2014 Parent
Leadership Training Institute graduate. The other is the Children’s Librarian in the Plymouth community
and a member of the PLTI class of 2015.

Many other strong partnerships have brought programs to Plymouth. For example, the Plymouth Early
Childhood Council partnered with the Terryville Public Library and the Friends of the Library to receive a
CT Humanities grant for a visit from children’s author Suzy Kline. A partnership with the Terryville
Woman’s Club brought Pinwheels for Prevention and a parenting workshop through the Wheeler Clinic for
those families who were participating in the Plymouth’s Back to School program. These are just a few
examples of the way PECC has been able to leverage matching dollars. At least $160,000.00 over the
past four years has come into our community. Children and families benefit from local early childhood
councils working towards a better community and ultimately a better Connecticut!
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Parent participation is great in Plymouth! We attribute this to the five years PECC received funding for the
Parent Leadership Training Institute (PLTI) and People Empowering People (PEP) programs. In April of
2015, we will have graduated 95 Parent Leaders; which culminate in student-led community projects,
many of which have been actions delineated in our Community Plan for Children Birth to Age 8.

For example, one of the members of the 2013 PLTI class established the Plymouth Preschool Scholarship
“Funds for the Youngest Ones” to help families dealing with financial hardship give their children a
preschool experience. Last year, six families received partial scholarships to send their four-year-olds to
preschool that they otherwise could not have afforded. This locally established scholarship fund would
never have been established without the PECC’s Community Plan that analyzed preschool attendance
rates in Plymouth and noted the opportunity for improvement.

Our Local Early Childhood Council is funded through private/state partnership funding. The Office of Early
Childhood line item “Community Planning Grant” is an investment in our children and families. We want to
reinforce that the small investment from the state through Community Planning Grants and the Parent
Trust Fund has allowed us to leverage matching dollars to support our work.

Without the Community Planning Grant, the Plymouth Early Childhood Council will no longer be capable of
making meaningful contributions to our community, and we fear that established programs, such as the
Plymouth Preschool Scholarship Fund, will disappear. Members of the PECC must juggle work, family,
and other commitments in addition to being active members of the council. The PECC infrastructure (staff
positions, Results Based Accountability software, communications, etc.) is critical to our success. Without
these funds, there will be no place for all members of the community (parents, educators, town
administrators, home daycare providers, the police, and the like) to come together to identify cross-sector
systems changes that help ensure children enter Kindergarten ready, families are healthy, strong and
stable, and kids continue to succeed in school. If the council ceased to exist, we fear that parents and
organizations would lose the chance to work together and effect meaningful change. They might continue
working toward their goals individually, but we need one centralized voice in order to make a meaningful
impact on our children’s futures, and we need the resources to work toward our goals.

Again, we urge you to reinstate funding for Community Planning Grants and the Parent Trust Fund.

Sincerely,
Heather Bukowski & Elise Brand
Co-Chair Co-Chair

The Missiown of the Barly Childhood Council is to ensure that all Plymouth’s children (age’s
bivth to elght) ave healthy, safe ano successful.
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