“TESTIMONY for March 3™, 5P.M. for the
Appropriations Secondary Education Sub-Committee”

Submitted By: Bloomfield Parents, Grandparents and Foster Parents
February 25, 2015

Dear Senator Bye, Representative Walker, Senator Slossherg, Representative Fleischmann and Members of
the Secondary Education Sub-Committee:

As parents, grandparents and foster parents in the Town of Bloomfield, we are opposed to the proposed
1.3 million dollar budget cut to Youth Service Bureaus which includes the entire Enhancement Grant Line
Item currently in the budget at $620,000 and an approximately $700,000 cut in the Cost Sharing grant that
YSBs receive for being a YSB. We oppose the proposed move of the YSB system from SDE to the Department
of Children and Families. The move would compromise if not dismantle the data system that uses school
outcomes as a measure of success for the youth served by YSBs. The system has been in place for years and
significant financial resources and people hours have been invested in the Results Based Accountability
Framework.

These grants are crucial to our town and, more specifically, to our children. In this new environment of magnet, private,
charter and public schools it is difficult to keep a sense of community in any town. The programs that our Social and
Youth Services Department puts forth allows our children to achieve that feeling. With our Bloomfield Youth Services
programs, our children participate in programs that combine senior citizens with younger children, clubs that empower
children to work together regardless of their backgrounds, inter-cultural programs, volunteer service, police and youth
programs, family programming and trips, juvenile review board, foster care programs, youth leadership groups,
counseling, crisis intervention; everything that provides children with a sense of belonging and value in the community.
These programs bring young and old together regardless of race, religion, cultural background, sexual orientation into
one big community to share experiences and build on the theme of “it takes a village”.

Again, we are opposed to the elimination of the Enhancement Grant and the reduction to the Cost Sharing Grant line
item for Youth Services Bureaus. These children are our future and by eliminating and/or reducing these grants you are
cutting the rug out from under them. Bloomfield takes great pride in listening and responding to the needs of children
and their families. Youth Services has provided services since the 1970’s but we cannot do it alone; especially in this
current economical environment.

We are urging you to reinstate the Enhancement Grant as well as the current reduction to the Cost Sharing Grant line
item in the CT Department of Education budget for Youth Services Bureaus.

Yours sincerely,
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