Appropriations Committee Public Hearing on the Dept. of Social Services Budget
February 27, 2015
Deb Oliver - CTFSA

PLEASE RESTORE SAFETY NET SERVICES
Client 1:

Nicky first came to the EPS program as a referral to the Employment Success Program. She was referred
to get assistance with overcoming barriers to employment. While in the program she met with me on a
weekly basis, enrolled and completed in a CNA training program, created a resume and job searched. In
the mist of doing all this, Nicky was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Because of this diagnosis she
would have qualified for a medical exemption, however being the determined, motivated young woman
she is, she continued to job search and eventually was hired as a Certified Nurse Assistant.

The Empowering People for Success program works diligently to assist welfare recipients to take
responsibility for the course of their lives and become their own agents for change in their circumstances
and Nicky is a prime example of just that!

Client 2:

Denisha had a long work history before getting laid off and forced to rely on state assistance. Once her
cash ended, she was referred to the Safety Net program. Denisha, already having work experience and a
resume was determined to get back into the workforce. However the stress of not being able to pay her
monthly utilities bills was interfering with her job search. While in the Safety Net program, Denisha
participated in home visits with her case manager, completed Family Developments Plan and obtain
assistance with utilities bills. Since SN was assisting Denisha with her bills, she was able to focus more
on job searching. Soon after she was hired by the US Post Office earing $15.00 an hour as a mail carrier.

Without the assistance of the Safety Net program, Denisha may not have been able to aggressively job
search due to worrying about her bills. Also because Denisha receives Section 8, she was in jeopardy of
losing her voucher had her utilities been shut off. The assistance provided by the Safety Net program
enabled Denisha to become seilf-sufficient.
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