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2/25/2015 

Napoletano,Ingrid F. 
Co-caregiver/daughter-in-law/constituent 
168 Cherry Hill Drive 
Newington, CT 06111 

RE: CT Statewide Respite Care Program 

To State Budget Decision Makers & Authorities: 

My father-in-law, Richard Rand (Richard), is a recipient of benefits from the State Respite 
program.  He has Alzheimer’s and is no longer able to care for or advocate for himself.  It is has 
been brought to my attention that there may be over a half a million dollars cut from this 
program which already has a very limited budget.  Richard currently receives some financial 
assistance from the Respite Care program which allows him to supply of receive adult diapers 
and to attend a Day Care Program 2 days a week.  The current funding only covers this benefit 
for 5 months of the year.  If funding is cut, he will unlikely be able to receive this benefit and will 
have to limit his access to day care.   This is really quite a hardship.   

Attending this day care program gives my father-in-law much needed socialization and 
stimulation. This helps to maintain his current level of brain function and allows him to remain in 
our home.  My husband is the primary care giver and stopped working to provide the 24/7 care 
required to care for a person with Alzheimer’s.  Due to this benefit my husband  has the 
opportunity to complete common chores outside the home and  it also provides a much needed 
mental break from providing care to a person with Alzheimer’s.  The constant need to repeat 
yourself and to monitor someone’s every waking move is exhausting.  There are some days that 
are unbearable because Richard is not able to comprehend simple commands.   

The Respite Care program allows us to hit the reset button and rejuvenate our patience with our 
loved one.  If it were not for this program, we would need to consider placing him in a nursing 
facility.  So, in addition to the personal reasons why I believe that this program is essential for 
our elder population, I believe that in the long run, this program is saving the state money.  
Richard has some monthly income and no assets so will likely end up on Title 19 when he does 
go into a facility.  The cost for his type of care is likely ten times more than the benefit he is 
currently receiving.  Please reconsider cutting this money from this program that helps our state 
of CT elderly population.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Napoletano,Ingrid F. 
Co-caregiver/daughter-in-law/constituent 


