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Testimony by Representative Ben McGorty 

Before the Transportation Committee 

In support of House Bill 6351 

February 25, 2015 
 

Good morning Chairmen Maynard and Guerrera, Ranking Members Boucher and O’Dea, and members of the 

Transportation Committee. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity today to provide testimony in favor of HB 

6351, AN ACT LIMITING THE USE OF FUNDS IN THE SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION FUND, or as 

commonly referred to as the “lockbox”. 
 

The intent of this legislation is that the general statutes be amended to require all the funds in the Special 

Transportation Fund be used only for transportation purposes, and not used for, or transferred to, other purposes. 

The concept of the Lock Box in this case is a mechanism to ensure that transportation revenue is used for 

transportation purposes. CGS sec. 13b-69, states that Special Transportation Funds are supposed to be dedicated 

solely to pay for transportation projects. PA 13-277 (sec. 76) emphasized this policy by making this funding 

stream more transparent. 

 

When the Mianus River Bridge collapsed in 1983, I was on the scene as a firefighter and first responder. It had an 

emotional impact on me for obvious reasons. Since that tragedy, I am disappointed to learn that decades later 

many of our bridges are still in disrepair. We need to make it policy that funds for transportation are targeted for 

transportation and not diverted so our infrastructure can be properly maintained and repaired. The bill will be a 

good start towards that goal. 

 

Thank you for holding this hearing and I ask the committee’s favorable action. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rep. Ben McGorty 
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