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Referred to Committee on GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION
AND ELECTIONS

Introduced by:

(GAE)

AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTION ADMINISTRATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. Section 9-452 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

All minor parties nominating candidates for any elective office shall
make such nominations and certify and file a list of such nominations,
as required by this section, not later than the sixty-second day prior to
the day of the election at which such candidates are to be voted for. A
list of nominees in printed or typewritten form that includes each
candidate's name as authorized by each candidate to appear on the
ballot, the signature of each candidate, the full street address of each
candidate and the title and district of the office for which each
candidate is nominated shall be certified by the presiding officer of the
committee, meeting or other authority making such nomination and
shall be filed by such presiding officer with the Secretary of the State,
in the case of [state or district office or the municipal office of state

representative, state senator or judge of probate,] any state, district or
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municipal office to be voted upon at a state election, or with the clerk

of the municipality, in the case of any municipal office to be voted
upon at a municipal election, not later than the sixty-second day prior

to the day of the election. [The registrars of voters of such municipality
shall promptly verify and correct the names on any such list filed with
him, or the names of nominees forwarded to the clerk of the
municipality by the Secretary of the State, in accordance with the
registry list of such municipality and endorse the same as having been
so verified and corrected.] For purposes of this section, a list of
nominations shall be deemed to be filed when it is received by the

Secretary of the State or clerk of the municipality, as appropriate. If

such certificate of a party's nomination is not received by the Secretary

of the State or the clerk of the municipality, as the case may be, by such

time, such certificate shall be invalid and such party, for purposes of
sections 9-460, 9-461 and 9-462, shall be deemed to have neither made
nor certified any nomination of any candidate for such office. A

candidacy for nomination by a minor party to a district or municipal

office may be filed on behalf of any person whose name appears on the

last-completed registry list of the district or municipality represented

by such office, as the case mav be. A candidacy for nomination by a

minor party to a state office may be filed on behalf of any person

whose name appears on the last-completed registry list of the state.

Sec. 2. Section 9-391 of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

(a) Each endorsement of a candidate to run in a primary for the
nomination of candidates for municipal office to be voted upon at a
municipal election, or for the election of town committee members
shall be made under the provisions of section 9-390 not earlier than the
tifty-sixth day or later than the forty-ninth day preceding the day of
such primary. In the case of an endorsement of a candidate for a
municipal office of state senator or state representative, such
endorsement may be made of a candidate whose name appears upon
the last-completed enrollment list of such party within the
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municipality or political subdivision within which such candidate is to
run for nomination. The endorsement shall be certified to the clerk of
the municipality by either (1) the chairman or presiding officer, or (2)
the secretary of the town committee, caucus or convention, as the case
may be, not later than four o'clock p.m. on the forty-eighth day
preceding the day of such primary. Such certification shall be signed
by such candidate and contain the name and street address of each

person so endorsed, the title of the office or the position as committee
member and the name or number of the political subdivision or
district, if any, for which each such person is endorsed. Such

certification shall be made on a form prescribed by the Secretary of the

State or on such other form as mav comply with the provisions of this

subsection. If such a certificate of a party's endorsement is not received
by the town clerk by such time, such certificate shall be invalid and
such party, for purposes of sections 9-417, 9-418 and 9-419, shall be
deemed to have neither made nor certified such endorsement of any

candidate for such office.

(b) Each selection of delegates to a state or district convention shall
be made in accordance with the provisions of section 9-390 not earlier
than the one-hundred-fortieth day and not later than the one-hundred-
thirty-third day preceding the day of the primary for such state or
district office. Such selection shall be certified to the clerk of the
municipality by the chairman or presiding officer and the secretary of
the town committee or caucus, as the case may be, not later than four
o'clock p.m. on the one-hundred-thirty-second day preceding the day

of such primary. Each such certification shall be signed by such

delegate and contain the name and street address of each person so
selected, the position as delegate, and the name or number of the
political subdivision or district, if any, for which each such person is
selected. If such a certificate of a party's selection is not received by the
town clerk by such time, such certificate shall be invalid and such
party, for purposes of sections 9-417 and 9-420, shall be deemed to

have neither made nor certified any selection of any person for the
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position of delegate.

(c) Each endorsement of a candidate to run in a primary for the
nomination of candidates for a municipal office to be voted upon at a
state election shall be made under the provisions of section 9-390 not
earlier than the eighty-fourth day or later than the seventy-seventh day
preceding the day of such primary. Any certification to be filed under
this subsection shall be received by the Secretary of the State [, in the
case of a candidate for the office of state senator or state representative,
or the town clerk, in the case of a candidate for any other municipal
office to be voted upon at a state election,] not later than four o'clock
p-m. on the fourteenth day after the close of the town committee
meeting, caucus or convention, as the case may be. If such a certificate
of a party's endorsement is not received by the Secretary of the State
[or the town clerk, as the case may be,] by such time, such certificate
shall be invalid and such party, for the purposes of sections 9-417 and
9-418, shall be deemed to have neither made nor certified any
endorsement of any candidate for such office. The candidate so
endorsed for a municipal office to be voted upon at a state election,
other than the office of justice of the peace, shall file with the Secretary
of the State [or the town clerk, as the case may be,] a certificate, signed
by that candidate, stating that such candidate was so endorsed, the
candidate's name as the candidate authorizes it to appear on the ballot,
the candidate's full street address and the title and district of the office
for which the candidate was endorsed. Such certificate may be filed by
a candidate whose name appears upon the last-completed enrollment
list of such party within the senatorial district within which the
candidate is endorsed to run for nomination in the case of the
municipal office of state senator, or the assembly district within which
a person is endorsed to run for nomination in the case of the municipal
office of state representative, or the municipality or political
subdivision within which a person is to run for nomination for other
municipal offices to be voted on at a state election. Such certificate
shall be attested by the [chairman] chairperson or presiding officer

LCO No. 3839 4 of 12



Raised Bill No. 6900

115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124

125
126

127

128
129
130
131
132

133
134
135

136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145

[and] or the secretary of the town committee, caucus or convention
which made such endorsement. The endorsement of [candidates] any
candidate for the office of justice of the peace shall be certified to the
clerk of the municipality by the [chairman] chairperson or presiding
officer [and] or the secretary of the town committee, caucus or
convention, and shall contain the name and street address of each
person so endorsed and the title of the office for which each such

person is endorsed. Such certification shall be made on a form

prescribed by the Secretary of the State or on such other form as may

comply with the provisions of this subsection.

Sec. 3. Section 9-159q of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
(a) As used in this section:

(1) "Institution" means a veterans' health care facility, residential
care home, health care facility for the handicapped, nursing home, rest
home, mental health facility, alcohol or drug treatment facility, an
infirmary operated by an educational institution for the care of its

students, faculty and employees or an assisted living facility; and

esignee" means an elector of the same town and political par
2) "Designee" lector of th t d political party
as the appointing registrar of voters which elector is not an employee

of the institution at which supervised voting is conducted.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes to the
contrary, if less than twenty of the patients in any institution in the
state are electors, absentee ballots voted by such electors shall, upon
request of either registrar of voters in the town of such electors' voting
residence or the administrator of such institution, be voted under the
supervision of such registrars of voters or their designees in
accordance with the provisions of this section. The registrars of voters
of a town other than the town in which an institution is located may
refuse a request by the administrator of such institution when, in their

written opinion, the registrars agree that such request is unnecessary,
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in which case this section shall not apply. Such registrars shall inform
the administrator and the town clerk of the electors' town of voting
residence of their refusal.

(c) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, such request
shall be made in writing and filed with the town clerk and registrars of
voters of the town of such electors' voting residence, not more than
forty-five days prior to an election or thirty-four days prior to a
primary and not later than the seventh day prior to an election or
primary. The request shall specify the name and location of the
institution and the date and time when the registrars of voters or their
designees shall supervise the casting of absentee ballots at the
institution. The request shall also specify one or more alternate dates
and times when supervised voting may occur. No request shall specify
a date or an alternate date for supervised voting which is later than the

last business day before the election or primary.

(d) The town clerk shall not mail or otherwise deliver an absentee
ballot to an applicant who is a patient in any institution if a request for
supervision of absentee balloting at that institution has been filed with
the clerk during the period set forth in subsection (c) of this section.
The clerk shall instead deliver such ballot or ballots to the registrars of
voters or their designees who will supervise the voting of such ballots

in accordance with this section.

(e) Except in the case of a written refusal as provided in subsection
(b) of this section, upon receipt of a request for supervision of absentee
balloting during the period set forth in subsection (c) of this section,
the registrar or registrars of voters who received the request shall
inform the registrar or administrator who made the request and the
town clerk as to the date and time when such supervision shall occur,
which shall be the date and time contained in the request or the
alternate date and time contained in the request. If the registrar or
registrars fail to select either date, the supervision shall take place on
the date and time contained in the request. If a request for supervision
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of absentee balloting at an institution is filed during the period set
forth in subsection (c) of this section and the town clerk receives an
application for an absentee ballot from a patient in the institution after
the date when supervised balloting occurred, either registrar of voters
may request, in writing, to the appropriate town clerk and registrars of
voters that the supervision of the voting of absentee ballots at such
institution in accordance with this section be repeated, and in such
case the registrars or their designees shall supervise absentee balloting
at such institution on the date and at the time specified in the
subsequent request, which shall be not later than the last business day

before the election or primary.

(f) On the date when the supervision of absentee balloting at any
institution is to occur, the town clerk shall deliver to the registrars or
their designees the absentee ballots and envelopes for all applicants
who are electors of such clerk's town and patients at such institution.
The ballot and envelopes shall be prepared for delivery to the
applicant as provided in sections 9-137 to 9-140a, inclusive. The
registrars or their designees shall furnish the town clerk a written

receipt for such ballots.

(g) The registrars or their designees, as the case may be, shall jointly
deliver the ballots to the respective applicants at the institution and
shall jointly supervise the voting of such ballots. The ballots shall be
returned to the registrars or their designees by the electors in the
envelopes provided and in accordance with the provisions of sections
9-137, 9-139 and 9-140a. If any elector asks for assistance in voting his
ballot, two registrars or their designees of different political parties or,
for a primary, their designees of different candidates, shall render such
assistance as they deem necessary and appropriate to enable such
elector to vote his ballot. The registrars or their designees may reject a
ballot when (1) the elector declines to vote a ballot, or (2) the registrars
or their designees are unable to determine how the elector who has
requested their assistance desires to vote the ballot. When the

registrars or their designees reject a ballot, they shall mark the serially-
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numbered outer envelope "rejected" and note the reasons for rejection.
Nothing in this section shall limit the right of an elector to vote his
ballot in secret.

(h) After all ballots have been voted or marked 'rejected" in
accordance with subsection (g) of this section, the registrars or their
designees shall jointly deliver or mail them in the envelopes, which
shall be sealed, to the appropriate town clerk, who shall retain them

until delivered in accordance with section 9-140c.

(i) When an institution is located in a town having a primary, the
registrar in that town of the party holding the primary shall appoint
for each such institution, one designee of the party-endorsed
candidates and one designee of the contestants from the lists, if any,
submitted by the party-endorsed candidates and contestants. Such
registrar shall notify all party-endorsed candidates and all contestants
of their right to submit a list of potential designees under this section.
Each party-endorsed candidate and each contestant may submit to
such registrar in writing a list of names of potential designees,
provided any such list shall be submitted not later than ten days before
the primary. If no such lists are submitted within said period, such
registrar shall appoint one designee of the party-endorsed candidates
and one designee of the contestants. Each designee appointed
pursuant to this section shall be sworn to the faithful performance of
his duties, and the registrar shall file a certificate of each designation

with his town clerk.

() Any registrar of voters who has filed a request that the absentee
balloting at an institution be supervised and any registrar required to
conduct a supervision of voting under this section, who neglects to
perform any of the duties required of him by this section so as to cause
any elector to lose his vote shall be guilty of a class A misdemeanor.
Any registrar from the same town as a registrar who has filed such a
request may waive his right to participate in the supervision of
absentee balloting.
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(k) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, if
the spouse or a child of a registrar of voters or a dependent relative
residing in the registrar's household is a candidate in the election or
primary for which supervised absentee voting is to occur, such
registrar shall not supervise such absentee voting but may designate
the deputy registrar of voters or an assistant registrar of voters,
appointed by the registrar pursuant to section 9-192, to supervise the

absentee voting in his place.

[(I) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, if a town
clerk receives twenty or more absentee ballot applications from the
same street address in a town, including, but not limited to, an
apartment building or complex, absentee ballots voted by the electors
submitting such applications may, at the discretion of the registrars of
voters of such town, be voted under the supervision of such registrars
of voters or their designees in accordance with the same procedures set

forth in this section for supervised absentee voting at institutions.]

Sec. 4. Section 9-453b of the general statutes is repealed and the

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The Secretary of the State shall not issue any nominating petition
forms for a candidate for an office to be filled at a regular election to be
held in any year prior to the first business day of such year. The
Secretary shall not issue any nominating petition forms unless the
person requesting the nominating petition forms makes a written
application for such forms, which application shall contain the
following: (1) The name or names of the candidates to appear on such
nominating petition, compared by the town clerk of the town of
residence of each candidate with the candidate's name as it appears on
the last-completed registry list of such town, and verified and
corrected by such town clerk or in the case of a newly admitted elector
whose name does not appear on the last-completed registry list, the
town clerk shall compare the candidate's name as it appears on the
candidate's application for admission and verify and correct it
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accordingly; (2) a signed statement by each such candidate that the
candidate consents to the placing of the candidate's name on such
petition; and (3) the party designation, if any. An applicant for petition
forms who does not wish to specify a party designation shall so
indicate on the application for such forms and the application, if so
marked, shall not be amended in this respect. No application made
after November 3, 1981, shall contain any party designation unless a
reservation of such party designation with the Secretary is in effect for
all of the offices included in the application or unless the party
designation is the same as the name of a minor party which is qualified
for a different office or offices on the same ballot as the office or offices
included in the application. The Secretary shall not issue such forms
(A) unless the application for forms on behalf of a candidate for the
office of presidential elector is accompanied by the names of the
candidates for President and Vice-President whom the candidate for
the office of presidential elector represents and includes the consent of
such candidates for President and Vice-President; (B) unless the
application for forms on behalf of Governor or Lieutenant Governor is
accompanied by the name of the candidate for the other office and
includes the consent of both such candidates; (C) if petition forms have
previously been issued on behalf of the same candidate for the same
office unless the candidate files a written statement of withdrawal of
the candidate's previous candidacy with the Secretary; and (D) unless

the application meets the requirements of this section. A candidacy for

nomination by nominating petition to a district or municipal office

may be filed on behalf of any person whose name appears on the last-

completed registry list of the district or municipality represented by

such office, as the case may be. A candidacy for nomination by

nominating petition to a state office may be filed on behalf of any

person whose name appears on the last-completed registry list of the

state.

Sec. 5. Section 9-373a of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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Any person desiring to be a write-in candidate for any state, district
or municipal office to be filled at any regular election shall register his
candidacy with the Secretary of the State on a form prescribed by the
secretary. The registration shall include the candidate's name and
address, the designation and term of the office sought, a statement of
consent to the candidacy, and any other information which the
secretary deems necessary. In the case of a write-in candidacy for the
office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor, the registration shall
include a candidate for each of those offices, or shall be void. The
registration shall not include a designation of any political party. The
registration shall be filed with the secretary not more than ninety days
prior to the election at which the office is to be filled and not later than
four o'clock p.m. on the fourteenth day preceding the election, or the
registration shall be void. No person nominated for an office by a
major or minor party or by nominating petition shall register as a
write-in candidate for that office under the provisions of this section,
and any registration of a write-in candidacy filed by such a person
shall be void. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the
contrary, any person desiring to be a write-in candidate for the
municipal office of town meeting member in any town having a
representative town meeting which has seventy-five or more members
shall register his candidacy with the town clerk of such town not later

than the last business day preceding such election. A person may

register as a write-in candidate to a district or municipal office if such

person's name appears on the last-completed registry list of the district

or municipality represented by such office, as the case may be. A

person may register as a write-in candidate to a state office if such

person's name appears on the last-completed registry list of the state.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 from passage 9-452
Sec. 2 from passage 9-391
Sec. 3 from passage 9-159q
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Sec. 4 from passage 9-453b
Sec. 5 from passage 9-373a

Statement of Purpose:

To (1) require that all candidates provide a signature in order to accept
an endorsement, (2) require that minor party candidates, petitioning
candidates and write-in candidates reside in the district represented by
the office they seek, and (3) eliminate discretionary supervised
balloting.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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