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March 12, 2015

The Honorable Tim Larson
The Honorable Stephen Dargan
Chairmen

Joint Committee on Public Safety and Security
Room 3600, Legislative Office Building
Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Re: Raised Bill No. 1072 — An Act Concerning Public Safety
Dear Chairmen and Committee Members:

The Connecticut Criminal Defense Lawyers Association (CCDLA) is a statewide organization of
over 300 licensed lawyers, in both the public and private sectors, dedicated to defending persons
accused of criminal offenses. Founded in 1988, the CCDLA works to improve the criminal
justice system by ensuring that the individual rights guaranteed by the Connecticut and United
States constitutions are applied fairly and equally and that those rights are not diminished.

The CCDLA strongly opposes Raised Bill No. 1072 — An Act Concerning Public Safety. If
enacted, Section 1 of this bill would require the court to order restitution to a pawnbroker,
secondhand dealer and precious metals and stones dealer whenever a person is convicted of a
crime related to the acquisition of goods by such broker or dealer and there is a claim of
economiic loss by the broker or dealer. Currently, the court may order a defendant to pay
restitution to a pawnbroker, secondhand dealer, or dealer of precious metals and stones who has
suffered a financial loss. The CCDLA believes this statute should not be changed to remove
Judicial discretion. Defendants frequently are ordered to pay restitution to property owners for
damage or loss as part of negotiated plea agreements. Usually such restifution is ordered as a
condition of probation and the probationer makes monthly payments through an account set up
with the Court Support Services Division. The current language of our statute is appropriate
because if allows the Court to exercise its discretion with regard to any order of restitution.

CCDLA opposes this bill because it would reduce, if not eliminate, any incentive for
pawnbrokers, secondhand dealers and precious metals and stones dealers to only buy from or
trade with bona fide property owners. Brokers and dealers should not be protected or rewarded
for essentially “looking the other way” when they are approached by sellers whose ownership
credentials don’t exist or are questionable. As a matter of public policy, this legislature should
not pass a law that will protect brokers and dealers who engage in poor business practices --
practices that in some instances may actually promote illegal activity. Additionally, these



commercial enterprises can and should have insurance that covers any losses resulting from
criminal conduct.

The CCDLA also would note that required restitution payments to businesses that buy stolen

property could delay or reduce the receipt of full restitution by the legitimate victims -- the true
owners of the stolen property. This proposal would automatically place an extra restitution

burden on those convicted of crimes related to the sale/trade of stolen property. More often than . ...

not, individuals convicted of such crimes are struggling with addiction problems and have
meager financial means.

For all the reasons stated above, the CCDLA strongly opposes Raised Bill 1072, An Act

Concerning Public Safety. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding
this testimony.

Respectfully submitted,

Elisa L. Villa
President, CCDLA
860-655-9434



