
 

 
 

	
  

T0:	
  	
  Honorable	
  Members	
  of	
  Public	
  Safety	
  &	
  Security	
  Committee	
  

FROM:	
  	
  Connecticut	
  Alarm	
  &	
  Systems	
  Integrators	
  Association	
  

RE:	
  	
  Comments	
  on	
  SB-­‐1012	
  (smoke	
  alarms)	
  &	
  HB-­‐6911	
  (false	
  alarms)	
  

DATE:	
  	
  March	
  3,	
  2015	
  

	
  

The	
   Connecticut	
   Alarm	
   &	
   Systems	
   Integrators	
   Association	
   (CASIA)	
   is	
   a	
   state	
   trade	
  
association	
   comprised	
   of	
   security	
   industry	
   professionals	
   working	
   to	
   protect	
   lives	
   and	
  
property	
   through	
   responsible	
   use	
   of	
   electronic	
   security,	
   fire,	
   and	
   integrated	
   alarm	
  
systems.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Regarding	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  1012,	
  “An	
  Act	
  Concerning	
  Smoke	
  Alarms	
   In	
  Residential	
  Buildings”,	
  
CASIA	
  feels	
  that	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  the	
  requirements	
  contemplated	
  in	
  the	
  legislation	
  apply	
  only	
  to	
  
120v/battery	
  interconnected	
  smoke	
  alarms	
  and	
  not	
  system-­‐connected	
  smoke	
  detectors,	
  
that	
  the	
  bill	
  makes	
  good	
  sense.	
  	
  Another	
  concern,	
  however,	
  is	
  that	
  with	
  a	
  proliferation	
  of	
  
equipment	
  containing	
  10	
  year	
  nonremovable	
  nonreplicable	
  batteries,	
  consumers	
  will	
  be	
  
lead	
   to	
   believe	
   the	
   equipment	
   may	
   never	
   have	
   to	
   be	
   cleaned	
   or	
   tested	
   as	
   currently	
  
required	
  by	
  code.	
  
	
  
Regarding	
  House	
  Bill	
  6911,	
  “An	
  Act	
  Requiring	
  Verification	
  To	
  Reduce	
  False	
  Alarms”,	
  CASIA	
  
generally	
  supports	
  efforts	
  to	
  reduce	
  false	
  alarms,	
  and	
  has	
  worked	
  with	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  
Public	
  Safety	
  Committee	
  and	
  others	
  in	
  the	
  legislature	
  on	
  these	
  issues	
  in	
  the	
  past.	
  	
  Most,	
  if	
  
not	
  all,	
  alarm	
  and	
  monitoring	
  companies	
  already	
  perform	
  verification	
  activity.	
  	
  As	
  long	
  as	
  
the	
  specific	
  type	
  of	
  the	
  verification	
  does	
  not	
  become	
  too	
  problematic	
  or	
  burdensome	
  for	
  
the	
   industry,	
   and	
   the	
   “reasonableness”	
   standard	
   as	
   currently	
   contained	
   in	
   the	
   bill	
  
remains,	
  CASIA	
  does	
  not	
  oppose	
  the	
  legislation.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
   you	
   for	
   your	
   consideration	
   of	
   CASIA’s	
   comments.	
   	
   We	
   look	
   forward	
   to	
  
opportunities	
   to	
   work	
   with	
   the	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   Public	
   Safety	
   Committee	
   and	
   others	
  
regarding	
  these	
  and	
  other	
  legislative	
  matters	
  impacting	
  our	
  industry.	
  	
  	
  


