Atwood Hose Fire Company
24 Wauregan Road
Wauregan, CT

Serving the Citizens of Wauregan Since 1896

Public Safety and Security Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 3600
Hartford, CT 06106

RE: In Support of HB 6970 - AN ACT CONCERNING EMERGENCY SERVICE PERSONNEL.

Distinguished Committee Members;

| am writing in my position as a fire chief and as the President of the Quinebaug Valley Fire Chiefs
Association in support of House Bill 6970 — An Act Concerning Emergency Services Personnel and impact
such an act would have on the regional dispatch center that serves my fire company and the Quinebaug
Valley region of Connecticut — Quinebaug Valley Emergency Communications.

Talk of Public Safety Answering Points (PSAP) consolidation in Connecticut has been ongoing for several
years to no clear end. In today’s economic climate consolidation makes sense in many areas including
emergency dispatch. Large portions of the state serve as shining examples of regionalization.

The largest Regional PSAPs in Litchfield County, Tolland County and Quinebaug Valley serve 30% of
Connecticut’s towns. For two decades they have done exactly what Connecticut asked by creating large
regional 9-1-1 Centers that minimize costs to the municipalities they serve and to the state for providing
service to many municipalities through three PSAPs. Why should state subsidy funds be diverted from
them to smaller, less efficient centers that serve less than half the number of towns and around half the
number of residents? This Act would create additional regional centers throughout Connecticut, making
it a model of regionalization in emergency call answering and dispatch.

| trust that you will give serious consideration to supporting HB 6970 and support the regional dispatch
centers that continue to serve the citizens of Connecticut in the most efficient means possible. The
consequences of continuing to fund several small, inefficient PSAPs could have a detrimental impact on
emergency services throughout the entire state and especially in the rural areas served by the large
regional centers.



Regards,

b

Chief Robert F Duval
Atwood Hose Fire Company
President — Quinebaug Valley Fire Chiefs Association




