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March 16, 2015
Dear Members of the Public Health Committee,

My name is Catherine Smith, | am a resident of Bristol, CT and a Board Certified Behavior
Analyst (BCBA) working for Area Cooperative Educational Services (ACES) in North Haven,
CT. I am writing to voice my strong support for sections 23 — 29 of SB 1089 “An Act
Concerning Mental Health Services.”

| have provided behavior analytic support to children and families in both the public and private
school setting. | have observed firsthand the success that behavior analysis has brought to
children and families. These achievements include, providing a higher quality of life for not only
the individual but to families and caregivers as well. Unfortunately, these services are not
provided by licensed behavior analysts because this licensure is not available in Connecticut.

The absence of licensure poses a challenge. Despite the evidence based practice, and the
attainment of skills by the population we serve with the application of behavior analysis
methodologies, parents, caregivers and other professionals are frequently uncertain about
professionals who are not licensed by the state. These circumstances often have an adverse
impact on children and families who are in need of behavior analytic services, by the
doubtfulness that may come with hiring an unlicensed professional. Further, a licensure will
support families to more easily obtain private insurance funding for Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA) services.

It is for these reasons that | request you vote to pass SB 1089 sections 23-29 as written.
Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this very important issue.

With Sincere Respect,

Catherine M. Smith, M.S., BCBA



