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        March 17, 2015 

Dear Legislators, 

 I am writing to ask that you say NO to S.B. 1088 – An Act Concerning 

Services for Individuals with Intellectual Disability.  My son, Robert, is a resident 

at Southbury Training School. 

 My husband and I moved to Connecticut from New York in the late 1970’s 

so that our son could enter Southbury Training School.  Robert was born in 1960 

with profound mental retardation.  He is nonverbal and has some very severe 

behavioral problems at times.  We were able to care for him at home until he was 

nine years old.  Then he attended a residential school in upstate New York until he 

became too old to remain there at age 16.  We searched for alternative private 

options, and he was turned down at school after school because of the severity of 

his retardation.  Then we began our search for public institutions in New York, 

New Jersey, and Connecticut.  We found that Connecticut’s Southbury Training 

School was by far the best option.  We did a broad three-state search for the best 

home for our son, and his ability to live at Southbury Training School brought our 

whole family to Connecticut.  My daughter became a public school teacher in 

Connecticut, and several of my grandchildren have been raised in Connecticut.  

We moved to Connecticut even though my job was in New York and my 

husband’s job was in New Jersey.  For our family, it was the best decision we ever 

made. 

 The care our son has received over these many years at Southbury Training 

School has been extraordinary.  The quality of the staff as well as the care and 

professionalism of everyone involved in his day to day life has allowed him to live 

the fullest life possible for him.  Our family has visited Robert often, and we have 

had the opportunity to interact with many of his caregivers.  We consistently found 

that each one of them knew Robert well, could tell us what he had been doing, and 

showed affection toward him.  In addition, we attended many of the quarterly PPT 

meetings and were able to hear about the complete program that was in place for 

him.  From his day program to his work program to his social programs, Southbury 

Training School has provided him with a full life. 



 One of the discussions that has been ongoing for at least 20 years has been 

the imminent closure of Southbury Training School.  We have been counseled 

about community placement, but we had many concerns as to whether that care 

could be as complete and comprehensive as the excellent program in place at 

Southbury Training School.  This is the only home Robert has known for nearly 40 

years, and we believe the upheaval in his life with a move to community placement 

will not be in his best interests.  In addition, this would be very traumatic for me as 

his guardian.  I am now a widow, aged 89, living in a senior living facility.  I 

strongly urge you not to pass this bill, as it will have negative consequences on 

many of the residents at Southbury Training School, including my son Robert.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

        Ruth Hirschberg 

        3030 Park Avenue, Apt. 6E8 

        Bridgeport, CT 06604 


