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Rosemary Petruzzi
54 Nettleton Hollow Road
Bethlehem, CT 06751

Dear Public Health Committee of the CT General Assembly:
[ am writing in support of a “NO” vote on S.B. 1088,

My name is Rosemary Petruzzi, and I am the guardian for my Aunt, Mary Lucia Petruzzi, age 69, who currently resides
at Southbury Training School (STS). [ am the third generation guardian for my aunt to date.

Presently, there are no private facilities in CT equipped to serve the aged and aging population of profoundly and
severely disabled I/DD residents as well, or better than STS. Many STS individuals have extremely complicated
medical, behavioral and psychiatric issues.

I see this proposed bill as a “David and Goliath” situation, where the advocates for the 2020 Campaign, all of which
have a great deal of their own political, personal and financial skin in the game, are adamantly “calling” for STS to be
closed within 5 years. With the caveat that “we” in the greatest sense of the word, need to respond, quickly to their
interpretation of Olmstead and view of what is is proper care for our family members. This is insane, and belies a very
transparent objective for personal gain. The tables have often been turned on the ones who have needed the
compassion of others the most by those who have no true sensibilities.

[ simply call for common sense and a sensible long-term vision, which cannot be had by one proposed bill, or one
particularly vocal constituent, or advocacy group, or even one administration. One that does not pillage a past
generation’s success just to reap the spoils, yet forgetting the lessons, to be relearned all over again. [ am calling for
true governance that realizes the highest moral convictions and obligations for the state and it’s most vulnerable
citizens, and in turn, models and mirrors back that expectation for it’s citizenry.

The Messier Case educated us, the guardians of the wards of STS about community care outside of STS. We for years
now, have been apprised of all possible communities, care centers and configurations available to us if we chose to
leave. The one thing not present was a clause inferred in the Olmstead Act, and our ICF ranking; that we could look
forward to a placement “as good or better than STS for our wards.” That was yet to be found for a variety of reasons,
which seemed to mount and promulgate as the years rolled by. Presently, the major concern is the private community
placements cannot sustain themselves as viable businesses in this political-economic climate and the clients and their
families are suffering greatly (Patrick Johnson, CT Mirror, Op-ed,3/13/2015).

Add to that medically, behaviorally, and mentally involved I/DD individuals and a health care system in crisis, how do
you think this will all add up? At what cost to the state, the families, the I/DD individuals, the communities, and it goes
on and on.

My hope is that we can build on our flagship, Southbury Training School, and the success of it’s legacy, the
administration, dedicated staff, and the longevity of it's residents who, through the evolution of care for /DD
individuals were there to co-create a place of learning, compassion, peace and safety for themselves and their families.

A community grew up around this beautiful campus, to support and love the residents and all the innocence, joy and
compassion they hold for us, and the world. These individuals occupy a very special place in this world, a place that is
so easily forgotten or exploited by us “normal” people. It is critical we maintain a place, a safe place, where there is
true caring, consistent, and accountable, for the innocents, who by no fault of their own, were placed in our midst’s to
remind us of who “we” are.

[ am strongly asking you to consider keeping STS a viable, and restored community for the I/DD citizens of CT, to
enjoy for a long, long time. We need to truly take care of our most vulnerable citizens. It is unequivocally our moral
obligation. Please consider a sensible, comprehensive plan that honors all [/DD individuals, their families and the
great legacy we have in our resources both in our people and our capital. It is a matter of wisdom, not money.



[ pray, as we move forward together, our decisions reflect our desire to set a precedent of compassionate, transparent,
and accountable care not only for our most vulnerable citizens, but as a template moving forward for all our children
and families in CT. Wouldn't that be nice....

Please vote “NO” for S.B 1088

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter.
Sincerely,

Rosemary Petruzzi
Niece of Mary Lucia Petruzzi/guardian 3rd gen.
203 266-5752



