
My	  name	  is	  Mary	  Herron,	  I	  live	  in	  Hamden,	  and	  I	  am	  writing	  it	  support	  of	  SB	  1088.	  
	  
First	  off,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  thank	  Senator	  Gerratana,	  Representative	  Ritter,	  and	  the	  
members	  of	  the	  Public	  Health	  Committee	  for	  raising	  this	  bill.	  
	  
My	  daughter	  Lily	  will	  turn	  23	  on	  March	  18,	  2015.	  	  She	  has	  severe	  intellectual	  delays,	  
and	  was	  recently	  diagnosed	  with	  cerebral	  palsy.	  	  Lily	  is	  not	  her	  disabilities.	  	  She	  is	  a	  
joyful	  person	  who	  lives	  in	  the	  moment.	  She	  connects	  with	  others	  easily	  and	  gladly;	  
engaging	  them	  in	  a	  game	  of	  patty	  cake	  or	  peek-‐a-‐boo,	  or	  snuggling	  in	  front	  of	  her	  
favorite	  movie.	  	  She	  has	  been	  living	  at	  Scrub	  Oak,	  a	  group	  home	  in	  North	  Haven	  run	  
by	  IPP,	  since	  December	  2007.	  	  At	  Scrub	  Oak,	  she	  and	  her	  housemates	  are	  regularly	  
taken	  on	  field	  trips	  into	  the	  community.	  	  Visitors	  are	  welcome	  at	  any	  time.	  Each	  
resident	  has	  her	  own	  room,	  which	  may	  be	  decorated	  accorded	  to	  her	  wishes	  or	  by	  
her	  family.	  	  The	  staff	  understands	  that	  they	  are	  caring	  for	  people,	  and	  that	  people	  are	  
deserving	  of	  respect,	  kindness,	  and	  a	  full	  life	  that	  includes	  socialization,	  recreation,	  
and	  self-‐expression.	  
	  
I	  support	  SB	  1088	  because	  no	  person,	  regardless	  of	  their	  ability,	  should	  be	  denied	  
basic	  rights	  and	  respect—	  least	  of	  all	  in	  their	  own	  home.	  	  Institutions	  like	  the	  
Southbury	  Training	  School	  have	  undermined	  the	  dignity	  of	  people	  like	  my	  daughter	  
for	  too	  long,	  and	  ought	  to	  be	  closed.	  	  Please	  refer	  to	  the	  attached	  photographs	  to	  see	  
for	  yourself	  how	  vibrant	  and	  joyful	  life	  can	  be	  for	  a	  person	  with	  disabilities,	  if	  
afforded	  the	  dignity	  and	  treatment	  that	  they	  deserve.	  
	  
Thank	  you.	  
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