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Friday, February 20, 2015 
 
 
State of Connecticut General Assembly 
 
 
I am writing to oppose Bill No.  5625  / LCO No 1599 proposed by Rep. Srinivasan, 31st district. 
AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF SURGERY. 
 
I have been a Family Nurse Practitioner for over 16 years and a Registered Nurse, BSN, for 23 
years. My practice spans from the operating room, to the ICU, and currently to the practice of 
aesthetic medicine.  
 
It appears that the purpose of this bill is to specifically, and negatively, impact the role of non-
physician primary care providers, such as Nurse Practitioners (NP’s/APRN’s) and Physicians 
Assistants (PA’s) as well as Registered Nurses (RN’s) that practice aesthetic medicine, as many 
of the treatments identified to be defined as “surgery” are therapies and treatments currently 
performed safely and effectively by these medical professionals on a daily basis. 
 
This attempt to re-define the definition of surgery would effectively eliminate the ability of these 
non-physician primary care providers to deliver these treatments, limiting the delivery of these 
treatments to physicians, which would result in higher costs to consumer patients. 
 
These non-physician primary care providers, are licensed medical professionals with advanced 
degrees, trained and practiced in these treatments, including: “Ultrasound” (Ultherapy), “Light 
based treatments” (Intense Pulse Light), “Lasers” (erbium and thulium- Fraxel Restore), “the 
injection of ‘therapeutic substances’ into the CNS” (Botox), and “localized alteration of live human 
tissue, including freezing” (Cool Sculpting/Zeltiq).  
 
In addition to the impact on aesthetic medicine, this bill would also affect: 
  

- A Surgical First Assistant (APRN, PA or RN) who would no longer be able to help a 
surgeon suture a surgical wound in an operating room. 

- An APRN and/or PA who would no longer be able to give immunizations in a pediatric 
practice. 

- An APRN and/or PA will no longer be able to suture a laceration in an Emergency room 
or Urgent Care Center.  

- A Registered Nurse will no longer be able to inject IV contrast into the vein of a patient 
having a CT Scan with contrast to diagnose disease.  

 
APRN’s have been providing excellent care for patients since our profession was founded in 
1965. APRN’s provide care in all practice settings and are essential in the functioning of health 
care. This proposed bill is an attempt to change our scope of practice and will have far reaching 
consequences beyond the field of Aesthetic Medicine and will surely affect those seeking every 
sort of medical care.  
 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important and impactful subject. 
 
 
Catherine E. Curtin, FNP-C 
 
 


