SELECTMAN'S QFFICE
174 Main Sireet
Deep River, Connecticut 06417

REGARDING SB-188 — An Act Eliminating Municipal Mandates

Sen. Osten, Rep. Miller, members of the committee, thank you for the epportunity to submit this

written testimony in support of SB-188, An Act Eliminating Municipal Mandates.

Mandate relief is a top priority for Connecticut’s suburban and rural towns. Connecticut will not be able
to enact true property tax reform unless it recognizes the burden it places on towns and cities by

passing unfunded state mandates.

QOur towns are struggling due to budget cuts and rising expenses. Connecticut must act now to relieve
some of the burden on our small towns and cities by addressing long-standing concerns with unfunded

mandates, including the following provisions in 58-188:

+ Posting Legal Notices on the Internet - The cost of publishing legal notices in the newspapers
increases every year even though they are viewed by fewer people. Most people access
information from the town’s website because they no longer subscribe to the newspaper. This
is not a huge cost for small towns but it is a cost that is unnecessary. At this point, we are
watching every penny so any savings that can be generated from the elimination of this
mandate would be welcome.

¢ Relieving towns from the cost and burden associated with storing the personal possessions of

evicted tenants - Under Connecticut law, towns bear the burden of storing the personal




property that is left in the apartment or dwelling after an eviction, most of which is worthiess.
The requirement that towns store an evicted tenant’s possessions doesn’t make much sense
since towns have nothing to do with the eviction, Storing property can be costly and we also
have to divert staff to keep track of the items and figure out what to do with them when the
storage period is up.

¢ Eliminating the Premium Tax — The state should not impose a tax on municipalities for health
insurance premiums. This drives up the cost of health insurance and places an additional cost
burden on our towns, particularly small towns that cannot self-insure. Eliminating the tax would
result in much needed savings in health insurance costs.

» Probate Courts — When the probate courts were consolidated, proponents argues that it would
save towns money. However, towns are being asked to step up their share of the operating
costs each year for costs that are beyond our control. These costs should be paid out of the

probate court fees, as intended.

Thank you for your consideration.

Dick Smit_h

First Selectman




