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Senator Osten, Representative Miller, and Members of the Planning and Development Commitlee,

I am Senator Michael McLachlan and [ am testifying in favor of Proposed H.B. No. 5096: AN ACT INCREASING
THE THRESHOLD REQUIRED FOR PASSAGE O UNFUNDED MANDATES. This bill requires the approval
of two-thirds of the members of both chambers of the Genera! Assembly for passage of any new or expanded

unfunded mandale on municipalities,

I represent Danbury and three small towns: Bethel, New Fairfield and Sherman. The {ocal leaders in my towns — as
well as the overburdened property taxpayers in these towns —are fed up with unfunded state mandaies that are

passed here in Hartford.

Those unfunded mandates strain local budgets, which are already under incredible pressure. They drive up people’s
property laxes, and those tax hikes drive taxpayers out of our state.

By passing this bill, we will move Conneciicut public policy in the right divection.

Let's move our state toward reducing |$roperty taxes, rather than raising them.

Let's move our slate loward reducing burdens on the greater Danbury region - instead of raising them.,
Let's pass this bill - lel's make it tougher to pass unfunded state mandates,

It's a start, And I hope this bill's passage w:!i star{ the momentum toward future policies which eliminate unfunded
slate mandates.

The towns want Lhis. So do taxpayers.

Let's make 2015 the year where we tell taxpayers, "We hear you, We are {aking action. We want to provide you
with tax relief"

Thank you for your consideration of H.I3, 5096.

Sincerely Yours,
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