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Testimony Supporting Bills SB-106.and SB-914

Orlando J, Rodriguez
Assoclate Legislative Analyst, Latino and Puerto Rican Affalrs Commisslon

Labor and Public Employee Commitiee, March 5", 2015
Hartford, CT

Good afternoon Senator GOMes, Representative Tercyak, and distinguished members
of the Labor and public Employees Committee, My name s Orlando Rodriguez ant}
am an Associate Legistative Analyst with the Latino and pyerto Rican Affalrs
Commisslon (LPRAC). with direction from ts board, LPRAC supports sepate bills 106
mﬁﬁmgﬂningﬁﬁmﬁaﬂm&a}nﬁimmlgmmWﬁm and 914
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if employers are altowed to retaliate against jmmigrant workers or withhiold wages
without consequence, employers may then consider it "open season” to do the same
to nondmmigrant workers or some other group of individuals they donot happen to
ik, All workers must have the opportunity to maxiimize thelr economilc contribution
for the state to have a robust economy that benefits all residents.

I 5 years, nearly 20 percent of the state's population will be at least 65 years old and
we will need many new workers to support this rapidly aglng workforce.! Belowarea
few facts that highlight the state’s rapidiy changing demographics:

« Nearly 500,000 residents (14 percent of total popu\atlon) are foreign-born.‘

+ Nearly 250,000 forelgn-born residents are naturalized citizens (7 percent of total
populatlon).3 .

» The top five countries of birth for the forelgn-horn populatlon are (1) Jamaica, (2)
indla, (3) Mexico, (4) Poland, and (5) China.* :

o In Connecticut, 17 percent of marrlages are interraclal compared to 15 percent
natlonwide.’

.» The Asian population grew by 39 percentfrom 2000 {0 2010.°

« Within 15 years, Hispanics will account for 1in-5 of the working-age populaﬂon.’

The faces and orlgins of Connecticut’s residents are changing, and we cannot
determine who s, o is not, an irrnigrant merely by sight as one Connecticut group
tried by stereotyping workers at McDonald’s in 2005

LPRAC thanks this committee for its interest In this toplc and weicomés the
opportunity t0 communicate worker rights to the Latino community throughout the

state.
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