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Good afternoon, Senator Gomes, Representative Tercyak, and members of the Labor and Public
Employees Committee, My name is Joseph A, Cirillo Jr. I am the President of AFSCME Local
2863, representing Town of Hamden employees,

We urge you to reject HB 6934: An Act Concerning New Municipal Employees and the
Municipal Employees Retirement System,

Our union members currently contribute to their pensions through the Municipal Employee
Retitement System. This fully-funded defined-benefit pension plan ensures that after a lifetime
of work, my members know that they will be able to afford retirement. A MERS pension plan
will not allow anyone to live lavishly or extravagantly. But between pension income, savings,
and Social Security, you should be to put together enough to get by,

The Town of Hamden and our members have made significant efforts to ensure the workforce
can retire one day, In fact, in our recent negotiations we agreed to language to protect our right to
collectively bargain in case there are any changes to the MERS plan either through legislation or
a decision by the Retirement Commission, That language was not an endorsement of changes,
nor a willingness to support changes. Instead, it allows us to take steps to protect our membet’s
retirement in case outside forces jeopardize that goal.

By changing the MERS defined-benefit plan into a defined contribution-savings plan, this moves
us further away from that goal. Real pension plans ensure that employers can attract and retain
high-quality workers. They ensure that workers are not forced to stay in the labor market beyond
when they physically can or would like to. They ensure that our elderly are not living in poverty.
We hope that the MERS plan stays a real defined-benefit pension plan,

We urge you to reject this concept,

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.
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