
 

Dear Chairpersons Bartolomeo and Urban and Members of the Committee:  

 

As a parent of a profoundly-deaf son and a member of a CT Early Hearing Detection & 

Intervention (EHDI) task force, I asking for your support of raised bill 6805. This bill would 

require an implementation of a universal annual hearing screening program for children 

receiving services under the Department of Developmental Services Birth-to-Three program.  

 

Connecticut already recognizes that hearing screenings are important for hearing loss 

identification at birth and at grades Kindergarten, 1, 2, 3, 5, and 8, but more must be done to 

prevent undetected hearing loss before a child reaches school age to avoid issues with 

mislabeling.  
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I urge you to support this important legislation that would help detect hearing loss as early as 

possible, children may obtain early intervention services leading to improved language abilities, 

success in academic achievement, communication access as well as social emotional functioning.  

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. Your support of children who have 

hearing loss is greatly appreciated.  

 

Sincerely,  

Terry Bedard  

South Glastonbury, CT 


