
	  

	  
	  

Testimony	  of	  Tara	  Cook-‐Littman	  
Chairperson,	  Citizens	  for	  GMO	  Labeling	  

	  
HB	  6798,	  AA	  Requiring	  Labeling	  of	  Baby	  Food	  and	  Infant	  Formula	  Containing	  

Genetically	  Engineered	  Organisms	  
	  
Chairperson	  Bartolomeo,	  Chairperson	  Urban	  &	  Members	  of	  the	  Committee	  on	  
Children,	  my	  Name	  is	  Tara	  Cook-‐Littman	  and	  I	  am	  the	  chairperson	  of	  Citizens	  For	  
GMO	  Labeling,	  a	  national	  organization	  based	  in	  Connecticut,	  that	  was	  established	  
after	  passage	  of	  CT’s	  “first	  in	  the	  nation”	  GMO	  Labeling	  law	  in	  2013.	  	  Our	  mission	  is	  
to	  support	  state	  efforts	  to	  pass	  mandatory	  GMO	  Labeling	  laws	  and	  eventually	  a	  
strong	  federal	  standard.	  
	  
I	  am	  testifying	  in	  support	  of	  HB	  6798,	  AA	  REQUIRING	  LABELING	  OF	  BABY	  FOOD	  
AND	  INFANT	  FORMULA	  CONTAINING	  GENETICALLY	  ENGINEERED	  ORGANISMS.	  
	  
The	  purpose	  of	  this	  bill	  is	  simple.	  	  As	  members	  of	  the	  Committee	  are	  well	  aware,	  the	  
2013	  law	  passed	  with	  several	  contingencies,	  commonly	  called	  the	  “trigger	  clause”.	  	  
This	  bill	  would	  implement	  the	  core	  provisions	  of	  Connecticut’s	  GMO	  Labeling	  law	  
for	  these	  products	  in	  2017,	  whether	  or	  not	  the	  “trigger	  provisions”	  of	  the	  original	  
law	  have	  been	  met.	  	  We	  strongly	  support	  not	  only	  this	  bill,	  but	  also	  the	  removal	  of	  
the	  trigger	  provisions	  and	  the	  implementation	  of	  these	  simple	  labeling	  
requirements	  across	  the	  board,	  as	  soon	  as	  possible.	  
	  
The	  GMO	  Labeling	  movement	  continues	  to	  pick	  up	  steam,	  particularly	  in	  New	  
England.	  	  	  The	  state	  of	  Maine	  passed	  a	  law	  similar	  to	  Connecticut	  and	  new	  legislation	  
has	  been	  filed	  to	  remove	  the	  trigger.	  	  	  The	  state	  of	  Vermont	  passed	  the	  first	  bill	  in	  
the	  nation	  without	  a	  trigger,	  which	  is	  scheduled	  to	  take	  effect	  in	  2016.	  	  	  A	  strong	  
GMO	  Labeling	  bill	  was	  filed	  in	  MA	  last	  week	  with	  154	  co-‐sponsors,	  more	  than	  75%	  
of	  the	  House	  and	  Senate.	  	  Rhode	  Island	  has	  strong	  bills	  filed	  in	  the	  House	  and	  Senate	  
with	  a	  hearing	  scheduled	  for	  March	  4th.	  	  This	  movement	  is	  so	  strong	  that	  opponents	  
have	  filed	  legislation	  to	  pre-‐empt	  states	  from	  passing	  these	  bills.	  
	  
Our	  opponents	  will	  tell	  you	  that	  our	  concerns	  are	  unfounded.	  	  That	  science	  has	  
proven	  that	  GMO’s	  are	  safe.	  We	  will	  respectfully	  disagree	  and	  point	  to	  the	  need	  for	  
more	  independent	  research.	  	  While	  we	  support	  further	  research,	  it	  is	  clear	  that	  
public	  opinion	  polls	  repeatedly	  show	  more	  than	  90%	  of	  Americans	  want	  to	  be	  
able	  to	  make	  informed	  decisions	  about	  whether	  or	  not	  they	  purchase	  and	  
consume	  GMOs.	  	  	  Whatever	  happened	  to	  the	  adage,	  “The	  consumer	  is	  always	  right.”	  
	  
I	  applaud	  the	  efforts	  of	  this	  committee	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you	  
throughout	  the	  session.	  
	  
	  


