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Testimony in support of HB 5653, An Act Concerning Chemicals of High Concern to Children

Good afternoon Senator Bartolomeo, Representative Urban and distinguished members of the Children’s
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. I speak in support of HB 5653, An Act
Concerning Chemicals of High Concem to Children.

My name is Anne Hulick, and I am the Director of CT Clean Water Action and the Coordinator of the
Coalition for a Safe and Healthy Connecticut (Coalition). I am also a nurse with many years of experience
in environmental health. The Coalition is a large advocacy organization comprised of over fifty-five
member organizations of health professionals, environmental justice advocates, labor groups, public health
professionals, environmental experts, faith based groups, scientists and many individuals across
Connecticut that are concerned about the growing body of research linking exposure to toxic chemicals
with the rise m serious diseases. Toxic chemical exposure during critical windows of fetal development
and to young infants and children is of particular concern.

The Coalition strongly supports HB 5653 for the following reasons:

I) Scientific evidence linking exposure to toxic chemicals with disease is strong and we
should take precautions.

We've learned a lot about the unintended consequences of toxic chemicals in consumer products.
Research over the last 30 years strongly links exposure to toxic chemicals from products with the
rising incidence of diseases, particularly in children.! Analyses of umbilical cord blood of babies born
in the U.S. shows the presence of an average of over 200 industrial chemicals, pesticides and
chemicals known to be carcinogenic and neurotoxic and disruptive to the endocrine system.2 There is
growing consensus that exposure to toxic chemicals in consumer products, particularly for children,
is the #1 suspect for the rise in many serious diseases including the following:

! Safer Chemicals Healthy Families, “Chemicals and Owur Health: Why Recent Science Is A Call To Action™ (2012), p. 3.
available at: http://healthreport.saferchemicals.org/

% Available at: http://www.scientificamerican.comy/article.cfm?id=newbom-babies-chemicals-exposure-bpa
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Leukemia and other childhood cancers have increased by more than 20% since 1975

One in two men and one in three women will get a cancer diagnosis.

Cancer is now the 2rd leading cause of death for people under the age of 20!

Breast cancer incidence rose more than 40% between 1973 and 1988. Currently, invasive

breast cancer is affecting young women at an alarming rate. One in eight women will get a

breast cancer diagnosis

e Asthma incidence doubled between 1980 and 1995 and continues to rise, affecting 12 million
Americans. |

¢ Reproductive disorders including difficulty conceiving and maintaining a pregnancy affected
40% more women in 2002 than in 1982, particularly those aged 18-25.

e Learning and developmental disorders including autism and attention deficit hyperactivity

disorder affect nearly one in six children in the U.S! In the last 20 years, the prevalence of

autism increased by 300%.3

Recent research published in Lancet Neurology, a well respected medical journal, called the extreme
rise in impaired brain development of infants and young children “a global silent pandemic” and
urged that precautionary measures be taken to reduce exposure to toxic chemicals. ¢

1) Despite industry arguments that this is bad for business, businesses that want to be
competitive recognize that moving away from toxic chemicals is good for their
bottom line.

According to a recent report ..." While the market barriers to knowing chemicals in products and supply
chains are clear, companies that overcome these barriers capture clear benefits by reducing costs, protecting
and more importantly enhancing brand reputation, managing supply chain quality, improving transparency
and communication throughout the supply chain, expanding market share, and increasing trust among
consumers, employees, and communities. Protecting brand image, in particular, is a significant driver for
sustainability initiatives in general.” As the 2009 Furopean Sustainable Procurement Benchmark (a survey
of procurement executives at 95 of Europe’s largest companies) found, avoiding risk to brand or image was
the top driver for investing in sustainability (HEC Paris & EcoVadis, 2009).°

We are seeing the results right here in Connecticut. Ethan Allen, based in Danbury CT, just announced that
they will no longer use toxic flame retardants in their products. Walmart and Target are working with their
suppliers to move away from using chemicals of concern. Small businesses located here in Connecticut are

? See http://healthreport.saferchemicals.org/ at p. 3.
* http://download thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/laneur/PTIS1474442213702783.pdf?id=aaaGMazCz_6mj9HR 3glru

* Mark Rossi, PhD, The Business Case for Knowing Chemicals in Products and Supply Chains. (2014)
http:/funep.org/chemicalsandwaste/Portals/9/CiP/Documents/CiPBusinessCase  Advance.pdf
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also recognizing that consumers want to know what chemicals are in products. The argument that
identifying chemicals of concern in products (increased transparency) is bad for business is simply not
accurate and very misleading.

I1I) We should put public health and the health of children first.

There is consensus among the medical and scientific community that prenatal and early life exposure
to toxic chemicals from common consumer products is linked to the rise in many serious diseases we
see in the U. S. today. Taking precautionary measures is not only good for business, it is what
consumers want and is the right thing to do. This bill is simple! It provides a report, information
based on science that you can use to guide policies to protect public health. The Department of
Public Health supports this bill. It will cost the state nothing. It will provide consumers with
information that they increasingly demand. Poll after poll shows that citizens from both parties
believe that they have a right to know if there are harmful chemicals in products!é

Thank you for this opportunity. We urge you to support HB 5653 and work to pass it this session.
Sincerely,
éf e g .r— =

Anne Hulick, RN, MS, JD

® Toxic Chemicals, Health and the Economy http://www.slideshare net/v2zq/vzd537
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