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| would like to thank the Judiciary Committee for the opportunity to express my support of HB
6187, an act concerning the protection of animals that are the subject of criminal court
proceedings ("Desmond's Law") and SB 1128, an act prohibiting the use of accelerated
rehabilitation in the case of animal abuse.

Cruelty to animals is a red flag for future violent behavior by perpetrators, and it's simply
inhumane. It will continue until it's treated as a serious crime. The FBI has recently made animal
cruelty a top-tier Group A felony. According to FBI studies, serial killers like Jeffrey Dahmer impaled
the heads of dogs, frogs and cats on sticks; David Berkowitz, "Son of Sam," poisoned his mother's
parakeet; and Albert DeSalvo, aka the "Boston Strangler," trapped cats and dogs in wooden crates
and killed them by shooting arrows through the boxes. These are well known serial killers who
started by killing animals. If we don’t treat animal cruelty more seriously, we will continue to see
these types of horrors.

Animals have no voice, and we as human beings, must stand up for them and view them not as
“property” but as living, breathing, feeling beings who are capable of love and companionship.

Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify and | do hope you will strongly support this
important piece of legislation.

Thank you,

Robyn T. Lisone
East Haven, Connecticut



