~ Moniz-Carroll, Rhonda

From: Gayle Swift <coachingpathways@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, March 22, 2015 10:54 AM

To: JudTestimony

Subject: Birth parent access Senate Bill 1667

| am an adoptive parent to two now-adult children who were adopted through Child & Family Agency
in New London in the late 80's. | believe that it is an essential human right for their birth parents to
have access to their surrender documents. Qur personal experience demonstrated the competling
need our children had for identifying their ancestral roots. Significant emotional healing occurred for
our children when they were able to reach out (as adults) to connect with their birth mothers. Adoption
should not require a permanent severing of child from birth parent. As an adoptive parent, | know first-
hand- that we have a secure, loving relationship with our children that is NOT diminished by their
interest/need to have some contact with their birth parent.

Gayle H. Swift,

co-founder; GIFT Family Services, author: ABC, Adoption & Me: A Multicultural Picture
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