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The Yankee Institute for Public Policy is a Connecticut think tank that develops and
advances policy solutions to promote smart, limited government; fairness for
taxpayers; and an open road to opportunity for all the people of our state.

[ submit this testimony regarding Senate Bill 1065, which would clarify the law
regarding when citizens are allowed to film police activity. We believe this bill
should be amended so that it strengthens a citizen’s right to film police activity.

While we recognize and value the hard work our police officers do every day, we
also believe there should be a balance between the need for police officers to do
their jobs, and the need to maintain the rights and freedoms of all Connecticut’s
people. Police officers are working on behalf of citizens, so citizens must have the
ability to watch them do their work when it is in public.

Police officers can maintain a “police line” around an active crime scene, and ask
individuals to stay outside that line. However, beyond that, there should be no
restrictions on a person’s right to film or photograph a police officer as they perform
their duties.

We as a society have given special rights and privileges to the police in exchange for
a measure of confidence regarding our public safety and security. At times this
special relationship between a police force and the people they are sworn to protect
frays, which can have serious implications for the maintenance of our rights and
freedoms. Accountability is good for police - because it protects them from false
accusations; and accountability is also good for citizens - because it protects us from
the abuse of power.

As the civilian authorities over police activity in the state, lawmakers should ensure
the right balance is struck between our need for security and our individual rights



and freedoms. We believe as written, this bill does not go far enough to protect
individual liberties and ensure accountability of the police.



