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Senator Coleman, Representative Tong, Distinguished Members of the Judiciary Committee. We
would like to thank you for hearing our testimony, We submit this testimony in support of S.B.
796. '

As social workers we feel this particular policy should be supported and implemented because
children and youth are more likely to reform than adults who commit the same offenses.
Therefore a line should be drawn between how we treat youth who commit crimes as opposed to
adults.

The bill fits in directly with the “Second Chance Society” Governor Malloy proposed in recent
weeks. If we are choosing to build our communities through creating alternatives for those who
have made mistakes, then youth should be a priority. As quoted in the Governors speech to the
Yale Law School, “people, particularly young people make mistakes”. This bill would make a
major statement in our efforts to build our citizens through a second chance motto.

In addition, citizens of Connecticut are paying close to three times the amount of money to
incarcerate those eligible for S.B. 796 than it is for community supervision. This bill would
reduce those unnecessary costs. The costs of dragging these cases through court are also reduced
as hearings would be upheld and tended to in a more extensive and supervised manner by the
parole board. '

Again, we ask for your support for SB 796,
We thank you for hearing our testimony.
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