Moniz-Carroll, Rhonda

From: John Clapp <jmclapp@comcast.net>
Sent: ' Tuesday, March 10, 2015 10:50 AM
To: JudTestimony

Subject: Testimony for Wed 3/11 on HB 5505

1 advocate amendments to HB 5505 to reduce conflict in family court by giving each parent an incentive to support the
other parent. This implements CT's 2005 law-other states {MA, MD and others) are implementing shared parenting.
Here are the proposed amendments:

Sec. 4. Section 46b-56 of the general statutes is amended by adding subsection (j} as follows (Effective October 1, 2015):

{new]) (j) In cases involving an existing Parental Responsibility Plan (PRP), or any existing custodial order, statutory
factors (6) and (7) of Conn, Gen, Sats 46b-56(c } shall determine the resolution of any dispute. A pattern of
noncompliance with existing custodial orders, or with an existing PRP provides evidence of unwillingness to foster a
good parent-child refationship (violation of factor 6) and/or manipulative or coercive behavior (factor 7). Such pattern of
noncompliance will result in a finding in favor of the other parent.

Note: the relevant factors:

(6) the willingness and ability of each parent to facilitate and encourage such continuing parent-child
relationship between the child and the other parent as is appropriate, including compliance with any court
orders;

(7) any manipulation by or coercive behavior of the parents in an effort to involve the child in the parents'
dispute,

Rationale: to reduce hhgahon by establishing the primary role of behavior fostering a good relationship with
the other parent.

My group will testify tomorrow.
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