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Good Afternoon Senator Moore, Representative Abercrombie and members of the Human Services
Committee. My name is Julie Peters, Executive Director at the Brain Injury Alliance of Connecticut. |
am submitting this testimony in support of Raised Bill No. 6909 AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE
CONNECTICUT TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY ADVISORY BOARD.

Establishment of this board through a legislative mandate would allow for a more coordinated effort to
implement a statewide plan that will address the needs of persons with traumatic brain injury.

Currently CT has a fragmented system that does not meet the needs of many individuals with brain
injuries. CT does not provide the full continuum of care that other states offer to individuals with
brain injury. This state does not have one skilled nursing facility that specializes in traumatic brain
injury. CT is lacking in providers who have the capacity and competency to work with individuals with
brain injury.

It is important to accurately identify the numbers of individuals with TBI and the nature of their injury.
We need to track recovery and outcomes to determine what is working and what is not working in
how we are delivering services. With the proper data, we can channel the funds to programs that
offer positive outcomes and we can divert funding from inefficient programming.

However, without appropriate funding to the Department of Public Health to address the charge of the
advisory board, there is little the board will be able to do. In order for the Board to prepare an
annual report regarding “...the incidence and geographical distribution of such incidences of TB! in
Connecticut, (2) demographic data concerning persons with TBI", there must be a mechanismto ™
collect this data, with funding for the collection and analysis. Connecticut has not provided registry
data on the incidence of brain injury in our state since 2004.

Having participated in the current TBI Advisory Board since its inception in 2003, we can attest to the
frustration of serving on a committee of dedicated individuals without the resources or the
commitment from the State to participate and to act on recommendations. Full commitment of
funding for data collection, planning and implementation of a statewide plan is necessary in order to
improve services for individuals with brain injuries in our state.

Please pass this bill including the funding necessary to assure success in achieving the outcomes
desired.



