
S.B. 398 
 
Dear Members of the Higher Education Committee, 
 
 UNITE HERE locals 217, 34, 35, and GESO, with over 6,000 members in 
Connecticut, strongly support equal access to higher education. All students should have 
access to financial aid to support their dreams of attaining higher education.  
 

It is unfair to deny financial aid to undocumented students and it is also bad for 
the Connecticut economy. Hindering these students from attaining their dreams only 
hinders them from contributing their dreams, their skills, and their talents to the 
Connecticut economy. These students could be a valuable asset to the Connecticut 
economy and should be embraced, not hindered. 

 
We have seen first hand the effects of a higher education on our members. When 

we are educated, we are happier, healthier, and more productive. Educated workers can 
more easily lift themselves and their families out of poverty. Many of our members are 
immigrants who hope to send their children to college, or who themselves hope to attend 
college, and equal access to financial aid is a necessary first step. 

 
Undocumented students are among the most needy, diverse, and talented students 

in Connecticut. Many of the students that you’ll hear from today are top achievers-
students who have won science fairs and attained top honors from their high school. 
These are the kind of students that we want to educate. 

 
Senator Looney’s bill is an important step towards equal access to higher 

education for all. It opens up institutional aid for undocumented students, the type of aid 
that undocumented students are already paying into in the form of tuition dollars. But we 
can do even more to support our talented students. We should open up state aid, as the 
governor has proposed, and lower the residency eligibility from four years, the most 
conservative of any state in the country, to two or even one year for full equality.  

 
In short, UNITE HERE strongly supports Senator Looney’s bill and hopes that 

the Higher Education Committee passes the bill. But we also want to push Connecticut to 
do more, so that all students have an equal shot at their dreams. 

 
Thank you, 
 


