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My name is Topiltzin Gomez. I am a current student at Yale University, and I 

strongly urge you to support Senate Bill 398 on behalf of Movimiento Estudiantil 
Chicano de Aztlán (MEChA) de Yale.  

I came to the United States when I was five years old. My parents and I were 
profound believers in the American dream. My father told me time and time again “We’ll 
handle the bills, you work on your studies.” He told me, “in this country, all it takes is 
work.”  So I worked, and I got into the school of my dreams. But in the process, I was 
disappointed to find that my father was wrong, it takes more than work. It sometimes 
requires citizenship by birth, sometimes it’s being in the right place at the right time, 
sometimes it’s  just luck. Sure I may have made it here, but what about my friends who 
had to support their families instead of studying an extra hour for that test? What about 
the guys I ran cross country with? What about the girl who sat behind me in math class? 
Our insensitive policies have stopped their American dream in its tracks. In 2010, Illinois 
lost a computer scientist. In 2014, Connecticut lost a nurse. This country prides itself on 
giving everyone who works hard an equal opportunity, yet we have legislation on the 
books that invalidates the work these young men and women have done. I urge you to 
support the American dream as we still see it. I urge you to support this bill, not just for 
our good but for the good of our tomorrow.  


