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Wednesday, February 25, 2015
Re: Proposed S.B. No. 398 Session Year 2015

Dear Honorable General Assembly Representatives,

New Haven Promise supports the Connecticut’s General Assembly’s efforts to
increase access to higher education for a greater number of Connecticut’s
residents, regardless of immigration status. Such efforts will maintain our
economic growth in an ever growing global and knowledge based economy.
Such actions will increase our taxpayer base and support Connecticut’s
collective future. We cannot afford to leave any student behind.

For the past four years, New Haven Promise has played a key role as a partner of
our State in this important endeavor. Thus far, we have disbursed over $2.2
million in scholarship funds. New Haven Promise is a scholarship and support
program for New Haven Public and Charter High school students with awards
up to full tuition at a Connecticut public 2 or 4-year public or private nonprofit
college or University. Since our inception, the founding leaders and institutional
partners - including Yale University, The Community Foundation for Greater
New Haven, Yale New Haven Hospital and Wells Fargo - have supported New
Haven'’s Public high school students to access higher education regardless of
their immigration status. Our Board of Directors, including Mayor Toni Harp,
recognize the importance of embracing non-immigrants and immigrants alike
into our economy through the provision of access to financial support for
education. As noted by the latest Community Foundation report, “Given the
demographic reality, the current and future prosperity of the region is tightly
linked to the success of new immigrants. In fact, 13% of newly started
businesses in Connecticut between 2000-2007 were owned by immigrants.”

Since 2011, New Haven Promise prospect scholars have completed over 90,000
hours of community service, already contributing a net worth of nearly $1
million to our State of Connecticut. As our first cohort graduates this year, we
are proud to have supported these young adults into society, as they become
productive taxpayers. We hope that you join us in this effort to tap into our
State’s full potential of all our resident hard working students.

Respectfully Yours,

Patricia Melton

Executive Director
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