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In favor: S.B. No. 398
An Act Assisting Students Accepted into the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals Program with the Cost of College

My name is Maria Melchor. | am a current student at Yale University, and |
strongly urge you to support Senate Bill 398 on behalf of Movimiento Estudiantil
Chicano de Aztlan (MEChA) de Yale.

While | cannot claim to be an expert on the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals Program or on Constitutional Law, | can claim to be an expert on what it means
to want to pursue higher education but not have the means to do so without public
financial aid.

In 2013, | was a senior in a Connecticut public high school applying to
Connecticut colleges. At the time, my United States residency application was still
pending and so, though | was nominated for the University of Connecticut's Day of Pride
Scholarship, | was unable to apply for this scholarship due to my residency status. | had
worked hard in high school, yet it would have been almost impossible for me, a
low-income student, to attend a top university like UConn without public financial aid.

Though my residency application was approved in 2014 and | am now eligible
for public financial aid, | missed an extraordinary opportunity not acting on a UConn
scholarship nomination | had earned. Government action is needed so that promising,
hard working students, regardless of residency status, are not denied access to the
financial aid they deserve and need.

Again, | urge you to support this bill. Your leadership can help Connecticut
bring greater justice to bright, hard working students who have identified as American
and contributed to their American communities for a long time now.



