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Senator Bartolomeo, Representative Willis, and distinguished members of the Higher 

Education and Employment Advancement committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer 

testimony regarding H.B. No. 6769 (RAISED) AN ACT CONCERNING THE UNEXPECTED 

CLOSURE OF PRIVATE OCCUPATIONAL SCHOOLS. As I indicated in my earlier 

testimony, the Office of Higher Education fills a consumer protection role for students attending 

postsecondary institutions in Connecticut. While the majority of these schools are in compliance 

with our statutes, we unfortunately need to be prepared for situations in which a school closes 

unexpectedly without teaching out students or refunding previously-paid tuition. As you know, 

schools seeking to open in Connecticut are required to secure a letter of credit in the amount of 

$40,000, drawn on a Connecticut bank. In the event that a school closes without following the 

law and making provisions for current students, the letter of credit is used to reimburse students 

for tuition.  

As you may recall, when a school does close without warning, students who were 

enrolled in programs at the school suffer not only a loss of money, but also of time. In the past, 

the legislature has authorized the Office of Higher Education to confer certificates of completion 

upon students of the closed school. In the past, we have worked with the accrediting agencies to 

help students complete their programs. In essence, the legislature has validated the credential 

conferred. However, when the legislature is not in session, it is impossible to provide the same 

benefit to students. When our Office is able to facilitate a structured completion of a program, it 



 

 

is important that we can confer the certificate of completion in order to make the student whole 

and facilitate their entrance into the workforce. This change would enable the students to 

minimize the disruption to their lives.  


