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I am writing today in my capacity as the chief Academic Officer of Wesleyan University to 
urge the Connecticut General Assembly to support H.B. No. 6715, AN ACT REQUIRING 
CONNECTICUT TO PARTICIPATE IN STATE AUTHORIZATION RECIPROCITY 
AGREEMENT REGARDING DISTANCE LEARNING PROGRAMS.  
 
As you know, this bill, if passed, will allow Wesleyan and all other Connecticut colleges 
and universities the option of participating in SARA, a program of state reciprocity in 
distance education. It does not require that each Connecticut institution participate in 
SARA; it simply provides a much-needed option.  
 
Wesleyan does not currently offer any online degree programs, but as we continue to 
experiment with various forms of innovative pedagogy, online degree programs are a 
possibility for the future. Applying for authorization state-by-state is complicated, 
cumbersome, costly and very time-consuming. In fact, that the process itself may prove an 
insurmountable barrier to creating and launching innovative online programs. We are sure 
that many of the institutions in Connecticut may find themselves in the same situation. 
 
We are living in a time when higher education is facing great challenges and we feel that 
this bill will provide Connecticut’s colleges and universities with the flexibility to respond 
to this new environment.  
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