
My name is Dr. R.J. McGivney, and I am the Assistant Provost for Online Programs at the 
University of Hartford.   I write in support of H.B. No. 6715     (RAISED) HIGHER EDUCATION 
AND EMPLOYMENT ADVANCEMENT. 'AN ACT REQUIRING CONNECTICUT TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE AUTHORIZATION RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT 
REGARDING DISTANCE LEARNING’.

As an institution that is in the early stages of offering distance learning programs, it is 
becoming increasingly clear that the process to seek approval in all 50 states is both cost 
prohibitive as well as overwhelmingly time consuming.  Each state has different rules, 
policies, forms, and fee structures; thus we will need to spend significant resources to gain 
approval in each state.  

Ironically, many of the rules in each state were put in place to deter for-profit online 
universities from operating in each state, yet, it is the for-profit institutions that have the 
financial and personnel resources to comply with the requirements of each state. Non-profit 
institutions are at a significant disadvantage with the current approval process.  

We understand the hesitancy our colleagues have regarding acceptance to State 
Authorization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA), but we feel that through our regional accrediting 
agencies, there are strong safeguards in place to ensure quality. By joining SARA, we see an 
opportunity to have richer discussions with other schools and colleges that will ultimately lead 
to even higher quality online programs. Streamlining the approval process through the SARA 
initiative will level the playing field for all institutions. 

http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_num=HB06715&which_year=2015

