Connecticut Farm Bureau Association
775 Bloomfield Ave., Windsor, CT 06095-2322
4 (860) 768-1100 e Fax (860) 768-1108 e www.cfba.org

February 19, 2015
Testlmony in support of:
House Blll No. 6742 AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE OF FARM WINERY BRANDY.

Senate Blll No. 8374 AN ACT CONCERNING THE DISPENSING OF FREE SAMPLES OF WINE
OR BRANDY AT FARM W]NERIES

Submitted by: Henry N. Talmage, Executive Director, Connecticut Farm Bureau Association the following
testimony is submitted on behalf of the Connecticut Farm Bureau, a statewide nonprofit membership
organization of 5,000 families dedicated to farming and the future of Connecticut agriculture.

Senator Leone, Representative Baram and members of the Committee on General Law,

House Bill No. 6742 AN ACT CONCERNING THE SALE OF FARM WINERY BRANDY.

Craft spirits is expanding quickly in the marketplace and HB 6742 would allow Connecticut farm
wiiteries 10 take advantage of that movement by using their own farm grown fruit. Under current law a
holder of a manufacturer permit for a farm winey can produce brandy on-site and sell it from their winery.
This bill would allow holders of a manufacturer permit for a farm winery to sell “brandy manufactured
from grapes harvested on the premises of such farm winery and distilled off the premises”. By adding this
language to the existing law it will enable wineries to sell brandy made from their fruit at their wineries even
if it is distilled off-site. This important change will allow wineries to make a related value-added product by
adding brandy sales and expand their product offering without having to invest in very expensive distillery
equipment. They would also be able avoid the added expensive and burden of obtaining a Federal Distilled
Spirits Plant Permit. We would like to see the words “and fruit” added after the word “grapes” on line 61 so
that other fruit brandy can be included in the bill as well. The Connecticut Farm Bureau urges the adoption
of House Bill 6742.

Senate Bill No. 874 AN ACT CONCERNING THE DISPENSING OF FREE SANIPLES OF WINE
“OR BRANDY AT FARM WINERIES. '

Agri-tourism and direct marketing of agricultural products continues to grow and provide additional
opportunities for Connecticut farmers. The emerging vineyard and farm winery businesses are an important
part of this movement. SB 874 would allow farm wineries to dispense samples of wine and brandy from
growlers in addition to bottles which will reduce waste and reduce costs for operators of farm wineries. The
Connecticut Farm Bureau urges the adoption of SB 874,
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